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12 banned 


by: Lazarus Jones 

In a surprise move the US De- 
partment of Justice has ruled that 
the granting of a hearing to twelve 
anarchists, excluded from the US 
last April, will not lead to thé down- 
fall of the United States. The 
Regional Commissioner (Northern 
Region) has “determined that it 
would not be prejudicial to the pub- 
lic interest, safety or security of the 
United States if the applicant’s re- 
quest for a hearing before an Immi- 
gration Judge is granted.” 

The twelve anarchists had attem- 
pted to enter the US on April 13, 
1979, to attend a conference of the 
Anarchist-Communist Federation 

silanti, Michigan. They 
‘were stopped and held at the border 
for sixchours during which time they 
Were intensively interrogated, 
fingerprinted and summarily ex- 
cluded from the country. 

Four days previous to this inci- 
dent the house of an ACF sympa- 
thizer in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 
had been raided by the RCMP and 
many documents pertaining to the 
upcoming conference were seized. 
It is thus assumed that the border 
Stfards were alerted to be on the 
look-out for the anarchists. 

The anarchists were informed, by 
registered mail, that.a hearing had 
been scheduled for May 7, 1979. 
They fèit rhat they could not pre- 
pare an adequate defense on such 
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short notice and through the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
they agitared for a. delay.» The 
ACLU made informal overtures to 














BART workers take time out to inform the media that the Concord repair facility 
The five-day occupation is believed to be the first in the history of the San Francisco labour movement. 
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they reneged on the deal and de- 
clared that the original hearing date 
would not be delayed. 

As a result the anarchists did not 
attend the hearing and they were in- 
formed by the Justice Department 
that only written submissions would 
now be accepted. The anarchists 
protested and through the ACLU 
they demanded that their right to a 
hearing be restored. These demands 
have apparently borne fruit as the 
files on the twelve anarchists have 
been returned to Detroit and they 
have been informed that hearings 

be. scheduled at their conven- 
ience. The twelve anarchists plan to 
request that their hearings be held 
in late October. 































The basis of the anarchists” de- 
fense in the case will be that there is 
no ‘‘meaningful association’’ be- 
tween anarchism as it is defined in 
the Immigration Act and anarchism 
as it is practiced by members of the 
Anarchist-Communist Federation. 

In the final analysis the anarchists 
have little chance of “winning” 
their case. The hearing will be an 
administrative one before an Immi- 
gration Court judge who will decide 
the case, not on its merits, but on 
the question of whether the twelve 
are “‘self-confessed anarchists"\ror 
not, The only effective defense 
would be to deny that one was an 
anarchist, a course that none of the 
twelve anarchists will consider. 
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ment! 


by: Frank Stevens 

(San Francisco) — 52 mechanics 
for the Bay Area Rapid Transit 
(BART) system took over the sub- 
‘urban Concord repair facility from 
12:01 am Monday, July 30th, to 
2:30pm, Friday; August 3rd. It was 
believed to be the first labour sit-in 
in the history of the San Francisco 
area labour movement. 

The occupation was provoked by 
an attempt by BART management 
to transfer all of the mechanics at 
the Concord facility to two other 
facilities and operate the Concord 
yard with management personnel. 
The occupation ended when a local 
court ordered BART management 
= Aedo their transfer plan. er 

. there is Much more signifi- 
tance to this development than me 
at first be apparent. The first thing 
that must be remembered is that 
BART is a highly automated and 

computerized rail system with a 

swollen, management and supervi- 
“sory'payroll;it wás intended to be a 

strike-proof syssemeettar™ Could 
operáte for several months without 
rank-and-file employees. 











The main goal of the ACF in this 
case will be to expose the hypocrisy 
of the state in its dealings with po! 
tical dissidents. To this end we i 
tend to raise the biggest stink we 
can. Only a mass campaign by the 
entire Left has a chance of em- 
barrassing the state into conces- 
sions. 





Accordingly the ACF has created 
the Free Passage Defense Commit- 
tee to fight for the right of free 
passage across national borders for 
alt anarchists and communists. The 
committee publishes a regular bulle- 
tin entitled Free Passage and is ac- 
tively involved in fund-raising to 
help defray the costs involved in 
contesting the case. 
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appeal hearing 


Fhe second consideration is that 
BART employees had a full cost-of- 
living increase in their old contract 
(which expired July Ist). BART 
management has refused to retain 
this clause in all of their current 
contract offers. Managément 
believes that a strike by BART 
workers will lose. Ses 

Thus BART workers have “been 
reluctant to strike up to now. In- 
Stead, there have been sporadic 
slow-downs and sick-outs. These 
tactics have reduced the average 
number of cars in daily service from 
about 360 to around 200. Tt was the 
effectiveness.of these tactics that in- 





spired manageme ith the idea of 
Soa" n yard which, 
“in turn; led--direetiy re -the* oer 


cupation. 
The spirit of the occupation was 
excellent. The mechanics continued 
to work on cars until BART 
management cut off the power to 
the-huge'shed. Then,-the mechanics 
conyerted.thecai 
light to the occupiers. Daytime 
temperatures in the shed exceeded 
100 degrees f.), but-no one wilted. 


Gant.: See BART Pg. 3 













The committee's immediate goal 
isto publicize and defend the twelve 
anarchists who have been excluded 
from the US. The committee will 
continue to function, however, af- 
ter the case is resolved and unii! all 
repressive laws concerning the 
harassment of political dissidents 
are done away with, If you would 
like to aid the committee in this pro- 
Ject, or if you would like to receive 
the Free Passage bulletin, please 
write to us at: 


Free Passage Defense Committee 
POB.2, Station O, 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
M4B-2B0 








rican Anarchist is. 
the Anarchist- 
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March 


r impotence 

e Social Revolutionary Anarchis 
Federation (SRAF). In the year that 
followed the ACF became a strong, 
cohesive organization and in April of 
1979 the decision to begin publishing 
a newspaper was made. 

Historically small political groups 
have begun their attempts to reach 
larger numbers of people by publish- 
ing newspapers. The North American 
Anarchist will allow us to reach 
people over and over again with our 
political ideas and insights. The 
process of debate and ideological 
Struggle that is an inherent part of 
putting out a political newspaper will 
help sharpen our ideas and our ability 
to analyze political situations. This 
process is especially important for us 
as anarchists because we see political 
development as being open-ended. 
We do not look forward to the 
imaginary day when we will have 
achieved the “Truth”, or the ‘“‘last 
Word.” For us freedom really is “ʻa 
constant struggle’, and a newspaper 
will be one of the crucial elements in 
that struggle. 

We hope people will be motivated 
to take part in this process, that the 
paper will serve as a “magnet” to 
` attract individuals and groups to the 
~ ACF to join in the collective struggle 

for freedom and human dignity. To 
this end we have tried to structure the 
paper’so that it will be of interest not 
only to the committedyanarchi: an 
also to the ordinary worker of 
whatever Jevel of political 
sophistication. The only concession 
we had to make to Srtong this goal 
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JEEZ. | CAN NEVER FIGURE 
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THE AMAZING REETORIC TRANSLATORS om 1 


YOU! IT'S MY WONDERFUL 
"RHETORIC TRANSLATOR”! 






AND IT'LL READ IT 
UNDERSTANDABLE EN‘ 














CLASS STRUGGLE AS THE KEY LINK CAN WE MAIN- 





CONE IN THE VICTORY OF 





[here GOES! "ONLY BY USING MARXIEM-LENINISM> 
MAO TSE-TUNG THOUGHT AS OUR GUIDE AND GRASPING 


JAIN IN THE FACE OF GREAT CHADS AND TURMOIL- 
ALL AROUND US, CLARITY OF VISION AND ABSOLUTE 


BZZ... "ONLY BY TENG THis DOGMATIC, 





ITS TENETS Ae THE MAGICAL EXPLANATION 


OUR MENTAL EQUILIBRIUM, 
pa ILLUSION OF OMNISCIENCE 





SENTENCE INTO THIS MIKE 
IN 
GLISH! | 





REIFIED 
IDEOLOGY AS OUR GUIDE AND PICKING OUT ONE Bag 


REDUCE EVERYTHING TO, CAN WE MAINTAIN IN THE 
FACE OF A WORLD INCREASINGLY THREATENING TO, 
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there is no question that it can and 
must be done, 

The North American Anarchist is 
jointly produced by the Totally 
Eclipsed and Toronto ACF groups. 
The individuals involved had had 
little experience in putting out an off- 
set newspaper and we are indebted to 
many people for their help and en- 
couragement. In particular we would 
like to thank the fine folks at the 
Toronto Clarion who did our 
typesetting and contributed greatly to 
making The North American Anar- 
chist a reality. We would also like to 
thank The Open Road who provided 
us with copies of their North Ameri- 
can mailing list. 

The paper was financed by pledges 
from each of the ACF’s ten affiliates. 
We operate on a shoe-string budget 
but The North American Anarchist is 
assured of at least a bi-monthly pub- 
lishing schedule. We would like to 
move to a monthly schedule as soon 
as possible and that is where you, our 
readers, come in. This issue has been 
mailed to you either because you were 
on The Open Road’s mailing list or 
because you were on an ACF 
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specialized political terminology. 
Now to attempt something is not 
necessarily to achieve it. All of us 
have grown up in a period in which 
the Left, except for very brief 
periods, has been very tiny. This situ- 
ation has promoted a generalized in- 
group mentality and, even more 
damaging, this has led to the develop- 
ment of a kind of political short-hand 
that the great majority of wi 
people find either incomprehi 
profoundly boring, or both, 



















Of course, this has to change 3 


know that an anarchist-communist 








of tens of millions of working people 
in the US and Canada. We know that 
if they are not equipped with 
anarchist-communist ideas, if they do 
-~ not know what they are doing, they 
will lose! We know there is no way a 
tiny handful of experts can substitute 
for wide-spread class consciousness.” 
It is therefore obvious that unless we 
act to spread anarchist-communist 
ideas among these tens of millions of 
working people, we simply may 
well give up. This task demands 
we make our ideas and Philosophy 
clear. We shall have to learn to write 
in the same way people talk to each 
other. It will take time to do this, but 
















We live in a world in which the vast 
majority of people are manipulated and ex- 
pioited for the benefit of a privileged few. 
The main goal of the members of these 
ruling classes is to increase their personal 
power and wealth by any means necessary. 
They try to blur the distinctions between rich 
| and poor by the use of the myth that wealth 
is available to all. They promote conflicts 
within the labouring classes based on racial, 
sexual; age and other differences. They pro- 
mote conflicts betwéen working people of 
different countries based on national chau- 
vinism. Further, the ruling classes exploit 
natural resources to the point of risking 
ecological disaster, We have been brought to 
the brink of nuclear war and racial suicide as 





the privileged few in various parts of the 
world vie for control of markets and re- 
sources. 

The tools of these elites are government 
(political machinery of control), capitalism 
(socio-economic machinery of control) and 

_ patriarchy (socio-sexual machinery of con- 





trol). Until all three of these horrors are eli- _ 


minated, there can be no solution to the 
problems they create. 

The members of the authoritarian Left, 
the heirs of the Bolsheviks, claim to oppose 
these ruling classes. In fact, their efforts, 


REGINA ACF 2 
POB 3658 

Regina, Saskatchewan, 

Canada, S4P-3N8 


revolution will necessitate the activity..2 


mtioned, serve only to 

ical alienation. With 

ractice of “leading” the 

s reinforce the dominant 

em. The “‘revolution’’ they 

rely replace one set of exploit- 

ers with another as has happened in Russia, 

China and wherever else the Leninists have 
managed to expropriate the revolution. 

The members of the Anarchist Com- 
munist Federation seek to foster the growth 
of a new society in which the freedom to 
develop as one sees fit is integrated to the 
fullest extent possible with social responsi- 
bility towards others. 

Anarchism literally means ‘‘without gov- 
ernment.” We are Anarchists because we 
find government to be a barrier to the satis- 
faction of the widely varied needs of individ- 
uals living in society. We are not opposed to 
order. Rather we seek the order of a society 
in which individuals determine their own 
needs and arrange to satisfy those needs 
through cooperative efforts with others. 
What we do oppose is the chaos created by 
governments in the name of order. 

We are communists because we advocate 
the equal access to the resources, goods and 
services which rightfully belong to all of 
human society, We advocate -a system of 






affiliate’s mailing list. If you like this 
publication and think it worthy of 
support we hope you will take out a 
subscription. Our rates are $5 for one 
year (six issues). The North American 
Anarchist will be sent free to 
prisoners on request. In any case we 
would appreciate your comments, 
thoughts and suggestions for im- 
provement. 

We need people to distribute and 
promote the paper. We need your 
help, support and encouragement. 
We need your feedback. Write to us. 





POB 2, Station O, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M4B 2B0 









—— 
voluntary cooperation which has nothing in 


common with the authoritarian control of 
workers existing in those nation-states which 
call themselves communist today. 

We are feminists because we recognize 
that no social revolution can succeed without 
the simultaneous. dismantling of all hierar- 
chical social relationships. Capitalism, in 
both its private and ‘‘soviet’’ -manifesta- 
tions, the state and patriarchy are inextri- 
cably entwined, They nourish and sustain 
each other. Revolutionaries who ignore these 
relationships do so at their peril. 

We have formed a federation because it is 
the organizational structure which best pro- 
motes the free coordination of activities 
among self-governing groups. 

We are resolved to establish the widest 
possible scope for political freedom through, 
the elimination of the nation-state. 

We are resolved to create a just economic 
order by replacing capitalism, and its 
hideous twin ‘‘state-socialism’, with a 
system in which all people have equal access 
to social wealth. 

We are resolved to build a new society in 
which men and women will bé free-to live 
their lives as autonomous individuals free 
from. ippling effects of patriarchical 
culturi 

We urge all who share these resolves to 
join us. 





RESURGENCE 
POB 2824, Station A, 
Champaign, IL-61820, 
United States 


_ ACF Financial Group . 
TORONTO ACF LIBERTARIAN WORKERS GROUP RASCAL 
POB 2, Station O, POB 692, Old Chelsea Station, POB 1516, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, M4B-2B0 New York, NY-10011 Morgantown, WV-26505, 
Newspaper Co-Production Group United States United States 
TOTALLY ECLIPSED Pamphlet Co-ordinating Group 5 
POB 223, NAMELESS ANARCHIST GROUP 
Jordan Station, Ontario, 42 South Summit St., SYNDICALIST ALLIANCE 
Canada, LOR-1S0 Ypsilanti, MI-48197, POB 92246, < 
Newspaper Co-Production Group United States Milwaukee, W1-53202, 
External Correspondence Group Interne! Bulletin Group United States 


ROCHESTER BLACK ROSE 
POB 1283, 

Rochester, NY-14603, 

United States 


BREAD AND ROSES 
55 Sutter St., No. 95, 

San Francisco, CA-94102, 
United States 





The North Amerin Nana ` 





£ 








d 
mee RSE 


October/November 1979 


by: Tom and Jeff 

Last November’s assassination of 
liberal San Francisco Mayor George 
Moscone and openly gay Supervisor 
Harvey Milk, resulted in increased 
police harassment of gays, a rising 
level of street attacks on gays, and 
the present hostile, anti-gay city 
administration with a conservative 
mayor at the helm. 

The trial of Dan White, the right- 
wing ex-cop and ex-Supervisor who 
assassinated Milk and Moscone an¢ 
the jury's decision signalled open 
season to the gays here in the Bay 
city. White found guilty of man- 
slaughter instead of «murder, 
received a maximum sentence of 7 
years and 8 months. On May 21st, 
the day of the jury’s decision, the 
new spread throughout the gay 
community and the city. The reac- 
ction was one of bitter anger. It was 
widely anticipated the verdict would 
be a “whitewash”. The all white, 
non-gay jury readily identified with 
the defense portrayal of White as a 
hardworking, religious family man 
incapable of murder. The White 
decision was regarded by the gay 
community as official sanction for 
all the forms of violence historically 
thrown their way. Many other 
minority and poor people 
recognized the rage expressed that 
night by gays and also joined in. 

Soon after the verdict was an- 
nounced, a gay-lesbian contingent 
marched from Castro Street to City 
Hall. Others from throughout the 
city began arriving at City Hall as 
news of the verdict and demonstra- 
tion spread. It was evident that the 
ere to be 
manipulated by self-appointed 
leaders of the gay community or 
liberal politicians. 

Angry demonstrators started 
smashing glass doors in the'ffont of 
City Hall. Simultaneously several 
“leaders of the gay community” 
(including a gay priest) tried to ad- 
dress the crowd. None of them were 
successful as the crowd angrily 
shouted them down with “He got 
away with murder!” and “No more 
bullshit!”” 


BART: Cont. from Pg. 1 


BART management attempted to 
cut off food to the workers’ but 
without much success. Not only was 
food tossed to the roof of the 
building by numerous supporters, 
but a helicopter was chartered to 
drop 200 pounds of supplies to the 
workers (a BART management pro- 
test to the Federal Aviation Ad- 
ministration was rejected). 

To some workers, the occupation 
was at times ‘‘scary’’. “You never 
really knew that they might not 
come in here shooting!’’, said one 
mechanic, But. solidarity was 
definitely predominant: ‘‘we really 
got to know each other and count 
on each other’ said one of the four 
women — occupiers. _ Another 
mechanic added, “‘I never believed I 
would ever be involved in 
something like this.” 

The workers did not, of course, 
win a clear-cut victory. While theyy 
will not be suspended, BART 
management is threatening 
prosecutions and other forms of 
bureat tic harassment. Because 
BART is a public agency, any self- 
directed activity by the workers 
becomes immediately entangled in a 
legal web of delay, court orders, 
and similar bullshit. There is still no 
contract. 

Likewise the reactions of working 
people in this area remain mixed. 
BART is a sprawling system that 
seryes millionaire suburban execu- 
tives along with $8,000-a-year 
secretaries and the even lower-wage 
workers in the city’s tourist trade. 
When the city’s newspapers 
repeatedly mention BART workers’ 








For a time the people vacillated 
between attacking City Hall and the 
restraint being urged by a vocal 
“non-violent” contingent. A group 
linked arms trying to separate the 
angry crowd from the entrance of 
the building. Shortly afterwards, 
this gay group protecting the en- 
trance way was clubbed away by the 
cops. 

Within minutes the crowd was 
wholly engaged in trashing City 
Hall. Bushes were set afire, bottles 
and rocks thrown through the win- 
dows, ‘uprooted parking meters 
used to raim the doors, and the first 
squadron of police attempted to 
force the people away. Instead of 
fleeing, the crowd faced the cops 
and forced the cops into a quick, 
chaotic retreat. 

For a brief interlude, the crowd 
relished their victory, screaming, 
laughing, and jumping around, The 
first police car was torched and 
quickly engulfed in flames. The 
cops’ attempt to clear the way for 
fire engines was stymied by a solid 
wall of people. A-long line of a 
dozen or so police cars left unat- 
tended were quickly torched in suc- 
cession. Smoke, teargas, and fire 
provided a dramatic backdrop to 
the wailing sirens of the burning 
police cars. 

By now, a “‘civil defense alert” 
had been declared and police rein- 
forcements had assembled, The 
plaza area in front of City Hall was 
a battlezone, with rock and bottle 
forays by demonstrators and club- 
bings by cops. The police finally 
managed (with reinforcements from 

‘awedge in- 
“to the demonstrators, dispersing the 
crowd out of the plaza area into 
many small groups. A large group 
was driven to Market Street where 
they smashed bank windows, at- 


tacked financial buildings, and set 


bonfires in the streets. To a great 
degree, the property trashing was 
targetted against banks, finance, 
police and City Hall, although some 
small businesses did get trashed. 
After being driven out of the City 
Hall area, many people went to the 
gay Castro Street area in the early 


BART workers’ supporters re-sup- 
ply the occupation force. BART 
police unsuccessfully tried to stop 
the “‘food-chain.”” 





wages (in the $12,000 to $24,000 
range), people resent the incon- 
venience that they perceive is caused 
by BART workers” “greed”. What 
is never mentioned, of course, is 
that “privileged” workers did not 
receive their high wages and bene- 
fits as a result of the bosses’ genero- 
sity but as a result of bitter, hard, 
and often dangerous struggles with 
the employers. The real lesson of 
the BART occupation is: go ye and 
do likewise! 

And for those of us who look 
forward to the end of class society, 
the occupation is another faint 
glimpse into the future. The sign 
that the BART mechanics placed on 
the Concord yard shall apply to our 
entire planet: UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT! 
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Torched cop-cars light up the night as gays take to the Streets to protest Milk/Moscone “White-wash.” 








morning hours. Castro was 
peaceful with crowds milling on the 
streets like most nights there. Soon 
police cars started to cruise down 
Castro in a deliberate attempt to 
provoke the community. Each car 
was pelted with bottles and stones 
by the angry crowd who wanted the 
cops out of their community. 

The cops used this opportunity to 
bring in several squadrons of police 
into the heart of the Castro. People 


~ on Castro séreamed and yelled at 


the occupying police force “Dan 
White was a cop!”” and “Out of our 
community!’’. Police officials weré 
no longer able to control-their rank- 
and-file who were screaming 
“faggots”, “‘cocksuckers’’ and 
‘sick queers’’ at the Castro gays 
The cops began to in- 
discriminately attack p . AL 
one point a group: jı 
riot gear suddenly 
brutally attackel 





niture and clubbiñ 














shouting “‘banzai!’? and “Sieg 
Heill”, Several people were 
seriously injured in the attack, 
which ironically occurred in a very 
bourgeois gay bar; a place frequen- 
ted by patrons who probably 
deplored the-actions of gay mili- 
tants at City Hall that evening. The 
clubbings, attacks and confronta- 
tions continued a while longer 
before police superiors regained 
control over their cops and pulled 
back out of the Castro. 
The night of May 21st left 26 per- 
sons arrested, around 150 injured 
(including 60 cops), and 13 police 
cars burned. A total of a million 
dollars property damage had oc- 
curred, almost all being that of 
capital (banks) or authority (City 
Hall, police property; etc. 
What does it all mean? Theeven- 
is of May 21st represent a rebirth of 
he “Stonewall” spirit not just in 
Francisco but throughout the 
fontinent. At a New York meeting 
Pathe National Gay Rights Task 
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down. 


were laid-off orsuspended. 


one of its reasons. 


BART system shut-down 


The ongoing dispute between BART workers and management took a 
dramatic turn on August 31st when BART management shut the system 


After the occupation of the Concord repair facility there was much 
worker discontent which manifested itself in slow-downs and sick-offs. 
As the BART system is a high technology “state-of-the-art” operation 
in need of constant maintenance, it soon began to deteriorate. 
Management responded by demanding that the mechanics work four 
hours compulsory overtime per day. As the mechanics still have no 
contract they refused to work the overtime and as a result 340 of them 


As might have been expected this resulted in an even greater 
deterioration of the BART system. With less than one quarter of its cars 
serviceable the BART system ground to a halt and management made 
the decision to close down completely citing “incredible sabotage” as 


The union claims that the sabotage was done by pro-management - 
workers to make the union look bad and is condemning the shut-down 
as a lock-out. Management calls the shut-down ‘‘a de facto strike” and 
seems in no hurry to resolve the dispute. 


Force, a speaker deploring the 
violence in San Francisco. was 
soundly booed and jeered for his 
remarks. 

The rebellion represents-a shar- 
pening of politics as well. as in- 
creased polatization within the gay 
community. Increased 
radicalization is one effect, for in- 
stance, for many of those indiseri- 
minately attacked by. cops on the 
street and for those in the bar that 
was so violently attacked»Grafitti 
abounds in the city, such as “If Dan 
White was black, latino, or gay, to 
the gas chamber he'd be on) his 
way’. Whereas politicization has 
occurred, so has a widening of the ` 
schism between liberal- 
conservatives and radical gays. 
Traditional “‘leadership’’ in the gay 
community deplores the riot as a 
setback to the community and as 
bad for the “gay image’, Contrary 
to this, radical gays and sym- 
pathizers have responded by 


Cont.: See No Apologies Pg. 7 
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by: Lazarus Jones 

In most Canadian and Americar 
cities of any appreciable size you 
are likely to. find that Particularly 
obnoxious species of capitalist rat - 
the temporary help agency. They 
Operate under such names as Man- 
Power, Industrial Overload and 
Help Unlimited. Their purpose is 
the super-exploitation of the 
working poor. k 

These agencies specialize in short- 
term industrial assignments of from 
one day to several weeks, They 
usually pay a wage that just barely 
exceeds the minimum wage. The 
companies using these agencies ser- 
vices pay either the going union 

rate, if the company has a union, or 

an agency minimum of from five to 
six dollars per hour, As can readily 

"be discerned the business is an ex. 
tremely lucrative one. 

The legal requirements for setting 
Up such an agency in Ontario, and 
probably most other places, are in- 
_ credibly lax. All that is needed is a 
license to operate, which can be 
acquired merely by applying for it 
and paying a $100 fee, and the 
Posting of a $1,000 security bond. 
So if you can scrape up $1,100, plus 
a little operating capital, the only 
other thing you would have to do is 
rent a slum storefront and hang out 
your shingle, 

This 

many ‘small-time entrepreneurs did 
a few years ago, At that time the 
business was dominated by the 
single location agency, usually 
Jocated in the heart of a low-income 


. with a few of the more 
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Prestigous office ‘temps’ companies 
„maintaining, small industrial 
: 





operations, Aaii 
The big selling point that these 
agencies use in their pitch to in- 
dustry is that by utilizing their ser- 
vices they can avoid what the agen- 
“cies call “‘peak-staffing”, ‘Tran: 
Slated into plain english the agencies 
Are saying that a company can cut 
down on its overhead by main- 
taining a small full time staff to 
handle normal business and using 
temporary staff only when needed 
as in a ‘boom’ period. In this way 
the company can be sure that the 
maximum amount of surplus value 
is being extracted from each em- 
ployee. The savings in payroll costs 
and the benefits of maintaining a 
smaller full-time staff are very real 
and the temporary help agencies 
Prospered as a result, 
As the economic crisis deepened 
these advantages began to stand out 
bolder relief to many companies, 



















by: C.I. 


It has been almost eighteen 
onths since Philippas and Sofia 
= is were sentenced to nine 
d five years respectively for al- 
eged possession of a Molotov cock- 
il. They.were sentenced according 
the provisions of the ‘‘Anti- 
terrorist Bill’, even though the po- 
ce at the trial had to admit that no 
errorist group could be found, not 
en as a ‘‘cell.’” 
Kyritsis admits that in the begin- 
e was naive enough to believe 
that he could find justice through 
is has since been 
pletely disillusioned by what he 
escribes as a blatant ‘‘political 
e-up.” At his trial no expert 
fitnesses were called to examine the 
alleged Molotov cocktail although 
other trials this had been done as 
{matter of course, 
Since being imprisoned Kyritsis 
s gone on several hunger strikes 
Protest his inhuman living condi- 
Ons in prison. He has also de- 




























































$ precisely what a great 
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Day Laboring in the Big City 





The bigger temporary agencies, 
seeing the profit to be made, began 
to squeeze out the smaller ‘store- 
front’ operations by undercutting 
them and by a concerted effort to 
‘prove the image of the industrial 
temporary help agencies. The 
seedy, slum storefronts were gradu- 
ally phased out and the agencies 


ap TEMPORARY SERVICES, 


A division of MANPOWER SERVICES (TORONTO) LTD. 
P.0. BOX 510, STATION “F” TORONTO, ONT. M4Y 2M3 


WE'LL GIVE YOU ALL THE HELP YOU NEED 


OFF, 
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became more choosy about who 
they would “hire”. The derelicts 
and alcoholics, who had been the 


CUSTOMER NAME 





E ADDRESS 
staple work-force of the earlier e 


agencies, were politely, but firmly, 


city 





discouraged. This was made 
possible by the cut-backs in unem- 
ployment insurance and welfare 
that made available “a better class 


1 hereby certify that the hours 
uring i 


to discuss another assignment. 
may assume that | am not then 


the week ending desionated and were cortified by an 
authorized representative of the Customer. | understand tha! | am 
lo contact the Manpower office, after completing this assignment 


shown hereon were worked by me 


and, if 1 


do not do so, Manpower 
available 


for work. 





of bums”. 
1 had worked for one of these 
agencies back inthe bad old days 


[EMPLOYEE NAME (PLEASE PAINT) 


EMPLOYEE SIGNATURE 








and was curious about the changes 
that had been made. This, plus tem- 


FOUR (4) HOUR MINIMUM PER EMPLOYEE PER DAY 
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5 a TIME TIME NCI 

porary financial need, led me to in- DAY STARTED reo PRA H 
vestigate one of the economic Tad 
crisis’s “growth industries’. 

The first surprise was the ad- Peay. 
dress, a trendy uptown office block, = 
not the sleazy storefronts I was used WEDNESDAY 
to. The office itself was a bright, THURSDAY 
modern, air-conditioned palace. It — = = 
contrasted greatly with the dim, FRIDAY 
depressing hiring halls I remem- ‘SATURDAY 
bered, which always seemed to have LB i S- 
a few skid row denizens sleeping off SUNDAY 

















their latest benders in the corners. 
Even more amazing, instead of just 





S ACCEPTANCE OF 
‘ON THE REVERSE 
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filling in a form and being told to 


ASSIGNMENT CONTINUING 


TERMINATED |] 




















report at 6am the next morning, I CERTIFIED BY 





























































TITLE 
was told to take a seat and was 

given a series of three tests, Ts UNE 

The first test involved scanning EXTENSIONS 

two columns of figures and REG. | O.T. REG. OT TOTAL 
inarking the pairs that didn’t mat- 
„ch. The second test consisted of a E 

series of basic mat l opcra- PAYROLŲ x asis ne 
tions. The third, and most a O DIVISION CODE 
exasperating, involved placing tiny neoShE - BRANCH COPY 

dots inside tiny circles, I was told to 





do as many as I could in five 
minutes, as a test, no doubt of my through some changes their line of 
ability to perform dull, repetitive work hadn't, Usually 60 to 70% of 
labour. With the tests completed F the assignments you get from the 
was told that I could either phone agen Ive either loading or 
the office when I was available fo lething. For the next 
work or one of the dispatch my job was to 
would phone me if an assign 'asal Mendes wine 
came up that seemed to fit fresh from the 
“‘qualifications’’, 

That Monday morning the phone 
jarred me awake and through the 
early morning haze | heard the dis- 
patcher telling me to report to the 
Liquor Control Board of Ontario 
(LCBO) warehouse down by the 
waterfront. I made my way down 
there and reported to the foreman, I 
soon discovered that though the 
temporary help agencies had gone 


























ugh to be working 
who accepted tem- 


















ploited and disdained. This attitude 
is a real problem for People who 
have to turn to the agencies for 
work and only serves the interests 
of the bosses. In this instance, how- 
ever, I has quickly involved as an 














ersecution of Greek 
narchist continues 


manded that he be moved from Ai- 
gina prison to Korydalos so that he 
could have the opportunity of see- 
ing his wife. Kyritsis’ atest hunger 
strike was brought to an abrupt end 
after eight days when the prison au- 
thorities had him committed to a 
mental hospital where he was 
chained to the floor by all fours. 
Previously, as has been reported in 
the Greek anarchist magazine 
Ideodrome, the prison authorities 
had used such tortures as the ad- 
ministration of a soup enema to 
force Kyritsis to end his hunger 
strikes. 

The people of Greece, however, 
are not remaining indifferent to 
such examples of state terror. On 
March 21, 1979, a mass meeting at- 
tended by over 12,000 people was 
held in Athens to proclaim supp- 
ort and solidarity with Philippas 
and Sofia Kyritsis. The meeting 
erupted into a demonstration that 
led to clashes with the police. Store 
windows were smashed and over 
100 people were arrested. 





















Imprisoned Greek Anarchist Philli- 
pas Kyritsis. 












+. the face of the earth all those who 

















pe. Zaire, Argentina, Chile, Brazil, 








equal in the ongoing game of 
loafing at the point of production, 
Jim, one of my work-mates, sum- 
med up the prevailing attitude suc- 
cinctly: “The job stinks, but, we try 
to have a lot of fun!” The “fun” at 
this particular time was a little 
Strained as the city was in the grip 
of a ferocious heat wave that sent 
Streams of sweat gushing at the 
slightest exertion, Management, of 
course, refused to take this into ac- 
count and we were all pushed to 
maintain normal production, There 
was some grumbling over this, 
which I tried to encourage, but it 
led to nothing. ~ 

The next day was just as hot and 
muggy and I steeled myself for 









The following leaflet was written 
by Philippas Kyritsis and smuggled 
out of prison. 


To All Anarchists 
To every Free Person 
During 1978 the Greek govern- 
ment started a war — more or less a 
witch-hunt — against the anarchists 
as part of a more general attack on 
freedom that has the full support of 
> international capital and its instru- 
ments. 
A fundamental belief of the 
Greek authorities is that it can suc- 
cessfully accomplish what thou- 
sands of governments before it have 
; failed to do — to smash anarchism. 
They believe that they can wipe off 












are fighting to take from society 
what is theirs by right. The Greek 
government and its lackeys believe 
that they can kill the revolution in 
Greece. Towards that end they use 













b= the traditional tools of the State: 


the lie and violence. The same 
means that are being used by every 
government in the world. In Iran, 
Nicaragua, Rhodesia, Sahara, 





Turkey, and Italy and everywhere 
else the State attempts to put down 
the revolution. 
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another exhausting shift. The high- 
light of the day was an object lesson 
on the consequences of worker in- 
spired speed-ups provided by two 
work-athletes. By Pushing them- 
selves to the limit these two indivi 
duals managed to off-load 1,000 _ 
cases, normally a full days 
workload, before the lunch break. 
Their reward for this prodigous ef- 
fort was to have the foreman in- 
form them that they had two hours 
to off-load the remaining 500 cases, 
a task which should normally take 
four hours. 

On my fourth day of labour at 
the LCBO, warehouse I slept-in and 
arrived for work a half-hour late. 
The plant supervisor spent almost 
ten minutes chewing me out, giving 
his not-too-flattering appraisal of 
temporary workers in the process, 
and ending. with the admonition: 
“If you can’t make it in by eight 
o’clock, don’t bother coming in,” I 
was then put on the punishment 
detail, unloading a smashed up con- 
tainer, This involved salvaging and 
te-packaging the unbroken bottles 
and cleaning out the broken glass 
and soaked packing cases, By the 
end of the day L was covered in 
small cuts, despite the rudimentary 
Protective gear I was provided with, 
and heartily sick of the smell of 
scotch whiskey, 

The next day I had the misfor- 
tune of missing a subway connec- 
tion which caused me to be three 
minutes late. When I arrived at the 
Plant the supervisor was standing 
by the time clock, in full managerial 
majesty, awaiting my arrival, He 
held my time-slip in his hand and 
informed me that this would be my 
“last day working here.”” My com. 
| ment, “at 
was not well recei s ender 
my short career as a temporary 
worker, re, a 7 Oa 

The temporary help agencies pro- 
vide a “‘service’” of sorts for in- 
dividuals who find themselves 
abruptly cut off unemployment in- 
surance or welfare as there are few 
alternatives other than throwing 
Oneself on the mercy of the State as 
a pauper. They have been around, 
in one form or another; since the 
dawn of the Industrial Age. They. 
cling like parasites to the backs of 
the working poor, easing the 
economic crunch for business, 
while providing a marginal existen- 
ce for the people who have to turn 
to them. All in all the temporary 
help agencies represent capitalism 
in its purest, and therefore, ugliest 
aspect. 

















There can be no doubt that the 
State will fail to destroy Anarchy. 
Because Anarchy is born from the 
contradictions of a society based on 
inequality, oppression and the ex- 
Ploitation of person by person. 
Anarchy expresses the complete and 
timeless struggle for freedom, 
equality and communism. It fights 
against the bosses everywhere whe- 
ther they be in the family, school, 
church, union, or State. In the end 
Anarchy will conquer over every 
boss and every exploiter. 

In condemning me to nine years 
in prison and my wife, Sofia, to five 
years and by conducting a sweeping 
campaign of oppression against the 
Greek anarchist movement that 
involves mass searches of homes 
and the arrest, trial and imprison- 
ment of anarchists the Greek gov- 
ernment hopes to teach us a lesson. 
That lesson is that their police, jails. 
and if need be the unlimited right to 
Kill, make the State omnipotent. 

I, Philippas Kyritsis, began a 
hunger strike on the 5th of Novem- 
ber, 1978, to support my demand 
that I be transferred to the prison of 
Korydalos so that I will be able to 
see my wife, Sofia. I also began this 
hunger strike to prove to the courts 


Cont.: See Greek Pg. 7 
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While the mass media could not ignore 
the recent Tenth Anniversary of the Wood- 
stock Music Festival nor the opportunity it 
afforded them of emphatically stating once 
more that the Sixties are well and truly 
dead, the Tenth anniversary of Park re- 
ceived no such publicity. Peoples Park was 
asmall piece of land in Berkely, California, 
which in 1969 was about to be turned into a 
parking lot. Many people in Berkely, es- 


pecially young people, decided that the 
community would be a lot better served by 
locating a park there, A bitter struggle took 
place. Police violence in protection of pri- 
vate property led to an escalation of the 
conflict. One person was killed but victory 
was achieved and the people got their park. 
Below is the original Position Paper of the 
Park’s People. Bring back the Eighties? 















ical will appear viha piece ot paper, called a land title, 

rsity of California owns the land of the People’s Park. 

of paj pe come from? What is it worth? 

the Costanoan Indians lived in the area now called Berkeley. 
d own . They believed that the land was under the 

` “care and guardianship of the people who used it and lived on it. 

` © Catholic missionaries took the land away from the Indians. ee were 

made. No paj were sighed. They ri it off in the name oi 

Sekt h if La ard pero The Mexican 


papets: | ‘ ? 
a € papers. 
an to sign them. is 
sold the land.to some white settlers. The Go; 
the settlers a pices eipaper called a land title in exchange for some mone 
y this time ‘there were fill ome Indians around. who claimed the land. The e 
‘army killed most of p 
The piece of paper saying who cont the land was passed around among rich 
white men. Sometimes’ he white men were interested in taking care of the land. 
“Usually they were just i interested i in making money. Finally some very rich men, who 
run the University of California, bought the land. 
_ Immediately these men destroyed the houses that had been built on the land. The 
Jand went the way of so much other land in America—it became a parking let. ~ 
We are building a park oe ihe abd. We will take care of it and guard it, in the 
` spirit of the Costanoan Indians. "When, the University comes with its land title we ~ 
„Will tell them: “Your land title is covered with blood. We won't touch it. Your 
people ripped: off the 
: now, you will have 


ago 


They had no concept of 
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ORIGINAL POSITION PAPER OF THE PARK’S “PEOPLE BY F. BARDACKE 































Anarcho- 
Technology 









REVOLUTION 


THE MICROCOMPUTER 


In the last decade the use of so called ‘microcomputers’ has increased 
dramatically. For better or worse it appears that these devices, like tele- 
vision, are here to stay. These machines have all the information 
processing capabilities of their larger counterparts; the difference is that 
they are much smaller and cheaper. Prices vary from $1500 to $20,000. 


So far the major purchasers have been small businesses who use them 
for inventory and invoicing jobs. Prices have been falling and they are 
expected to continue to do so. It appears as though we can expect an ex- 





plosion of availability similar to that experienced in the electronic calcu- 


lator market. Already there is a thriving hobby market, complete with 
local clubs, several magazines and computer stores in many cities. In 
common with all freely organised activity, many new and innovative 
applications have come from this sector. 

The question that anarchists must answer is — are these machines 
tools of domination or will they help usher in a new age of the admini 
tration of things rather than of people? It would appear that as with 
most tools, it depends on how they are used, The nature of the work 
that these machines do tends to be boring, repet 












ically they release people for less alienating activity. On the other hand 
any information Processing system, whether a card file or an IBM 360/50 
can be used in an oppressive manner. An ad in a recent issue of Interface 
Age advertised a software package that would provide landlords with in- 
stant information on their tenants’ financial status. 

The possibilities are limitless, however, for less oppressive applica- 


tions. Production collectives with access toʻa microcomputer linked by 
phone lines to other communes could help to eliminate waste, The 
computer need only determine the regional demand for some 
commodity to determine the necessary production run exactly. If it 













finds a demand for 527 widgets then that is the number that the widger 
collective would produce. Products could be shipped directly to the con- f- 
sumer, eliminating the entire retail chain. Waste could also-be reduced 
in another way. Current industrial practices involve surplus production, 
‘valuable materials are spoiled or discarded as scrap, worn out objects 
are thrown out. A unified computer system could change all this. What 
to a boiler maker is a useless steel plate is a valuable raw material to a 
bracket manufacturer. A discarded electricity meter contain$ dozens of 


small wheels which might be just right for making clocks. So, by oper- 
ating a continuously updated network of terminals, every phsycial re- 
source could be used to the utmost extent. 








unconquerable. 








by: Fred Lake 
By the price of fear I mean the prac- 
tical everyday price that in dollars 
ang cents is a burden on most of the 
population. What I’m talking about 
is the tax exemption of the chur- 


The Price of Fear 


ches. 

In your community how much 
land and how many buildings are 
tax exempt and what-is the cost the 
taxpayers must pay even though 
they do not go to church? Every 
taxpayer subsidizes the church, 
whether they want to or not, and 
not much gets into the bourgeois 
press about the welath and property 
of the church but most get free ad- 
vertising on Saturday. 

A few years ago the problem 
surfaced in some areas of the 
United Sates and made national 
headlines. In some counties in Pen- 
nsylvania the churches held so 
much property that the taxpayers 


revolted and started churches them” 
selves to get away from the ex- 
cessive property tax. In some areas 
the percentage of property the 
churches owned was nearly fifty 
percent — tax exempt! In Califor- 
nia a tax revolt was initiated that is 
spreading across the country but at 
no time did I ever hear the 
proponents of the revolt mention 
the tax exemption of the churches. 
Most socialists will attack the 
political or corporate sectors, but 
attacking the churches is taboo. Are 
they too powerful? The only 
organized group I know of that 
does attack the church is the 
American Atheists who publish the 


American Atheist edited by Madlyn 
O'Hair in Austin Texas, and I must 
say she gets a great deal of flack 
from the social parasites. 

I perceive the social structure to 
be made of three parts: 1. The Cor, 
porate 2. Political 3. Religious, 
With the tax exemptions of the 
churches their wealth and influence 
in the corporate and political sec- 
tions of the social structure is rising 
rapidly. Church investments in the 
corporate sector is putting many 
social parasites on the boards of 
directors of many darge 
porations. I can forsee the religious 
sector owning the corporate .and 
controlling. the. political sector 





which is rapidly. becoming a reality 
now. Big Brother will be wearing a 


clerical collar, spouting ancient 
gibberish to boggle childish men- 
talities in order to enslave the 
workers even more. Any social 
revolution must destroy the in- 
fluences and power of the sociai 
parasites, the priesthood, in all 
forms from the Vatican to the 
Moonies. 

In the last few years the religions 
have been using the mass media to 
influence the ignorant through the 
P.T.L. Club, 700 Club, 100 Hun- 
tley St. and many other local 
programs in the U.S., and Canada. 
All proceeds from the programs are 
tax exempt. Thegoal is to finance a 
national religious television syn- 
dicate to compete with NBC, CBS 
and ABC as well as the Canadian 
networks. Can you imagine Jesus 
Freaks on your TV 24 hours a day, 
Tdays a week, selling God? 

A theocracy is the worst kind of 





PHOTO 1 For the non-technical, the world of micro- 
computers can be mysterious and forbidding—but not 







dictatorship. History has proved 
over and over again that the clerics 
have been the most powerful and 
have survived all revolutions. 
Religion, in most cases, is the fjrst 
indoctrination of children. Religion 
has caused more misery in history 
than disease and still does. It is un- 
fortunate that the social 
philosophers of the 19th century did 
not put more emphasis on 
destroying the most powerful of the 
controlling social structures, the 
concept of God. Bakunin under- 
stood the threat of the clerics and 
where his influence was strongest 
the church was destroyed. as is 
reported in The Anarchist Collec- 
tives 1936-39 edited by Sam 
Dolgoff. The fight in North 
America against the social parasites 
is going to be long and bitter and we 
must start now. The first step is to 
tax the churches and their wealth, 
athe second is to destroy them. On 
with the revolution! 
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power without it being delegated. 

We cannot depend on the state to 
protect us. In thinking that it does, 
or even could, we blind ourselves to 
reality. Police are either brutal, as 
with prostitutes and runaways, or 
have total respect for male property 
tights, like when called for a 
domestic argument or assault. All 
of this is our problem. As long as 
we see the illusion of justice in the 
state we will perpetuate our own 
oppression, The state and all other 
institutions depend on the domina- 
tion of women. Their remedy. is 
prison which only reinforces all 
aspects of woman-hating. When 
there is no honest attempt to change 
society, it is the acceptance of the 
old order. We live in a world where 
there is no neutral ground, 

Willie, Tyson, a feminist singer, 
sings in her song Merciful Mary — 
“To seek justice from those who 
have put me here has been my most 
foolish mistake.” The song is about 
a rape victim, but she is referring to 
the rape of her soul, the judge 
throws the case out because there is 
no physical evidence and she is sent 
for psychiatric help. 

We do need to protect ourselves 
and since we are the only ones we 
can depend on — the task is awe- 
some, The right of all women to 
self-defense should become a collec- 
tive responsibility. When I say self- 
defense I am referring to the 
physical ability to fight back, but 
with this alone we do not change 
x our status as targets. We must 
emotionally and- mentally be 
prepared — the first step to this is 
rejecting our male-identification, 
realizing that all women are victims 
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We 
‘IN ANY GIVEN SOCIETY THE 
DEGREE OF WOMAN'S EMANCIPATION 
IS THE NATURAL MEASURE OF THE 
GENERAL EMANCIPATION.“ 
— FOURIER 
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Discrimination at Stelco plants 






































Tn Alberta, two women have filed complaints with the Human Rights 
Commission alleging that they were discriminated against by not being 
hired for production jobs at Stelco’s Edmonton plant because they were 
women. A campaign has been mounted by a number of trade unionists 
in Alberta to have the company hire the women. 

At Stelco’s largest plant in Hamilton there are less than 50 females 
among the more than 12,000 production workers. All are employed in 
the tin’ mill as inspectors and sorters. Cec Taylor, president of Local 
1005 of the United Steelworkers of America has criticized Stelco for not 
taking a more enlightened approach to employing female production 
workers. He urged women applicants to complain to the union about 
the company’s discriminatory hiring practice: 

Dr. Jim Charters, the medical director of Stelco, when asked if 
women were capable of doing physical production work said that in 
terms of capability there were obviously no great differences between 
men and women. This issue of women in blue-collar jobs is really a mat- 
ter of traditional and cultural attitudes however, and not medical ques- 
tions, he said. 

Dr. Jim is mistaken when he implies that all it takes is a change in atti- 
tudes for women to achieve economic equality with men. All the people 
involved in fighting Stelco’s discrimination policies have the “right at 
tude” but as yet they haven’t won. “Attitudes” do not spring out of no- 
where. They are generated in a society by a process that links the so- 
























by: Maria Scipione 


They view women as possessions 
As Anarcha-Feminists we see the 


— things for the taking. They learn 











ciety's mode of production to that society’s ideology. Therefore the at 
tudes or views of a society, or more specifically tlie people living in that 
society, can not be changed without first changing the dominant aspect 
of the society, its mode of production and reproduction. 

A more complete analysis of women’s role in the workforce is given 
by Patricia Connelly in her book Last Hired, First Fired. In the book 










no leo iahinged jideas’’ but instead she proposes that in this cap- 
italistic society, wor n army of reserve labour. 


our. She.shows.his- „f. 
torically how women’s relationship to wage work has changed to meet | 


the changing needs of capitalist economics. A recent example is the role 
women played in the factories during the Second World War. “Old 
fashioned ideas**, although they might have existed, didn’t prevent 
women from labouring in a factory. 

Women are shepherded into all-female professions which generally, 
pay less than all-male professions performing similar tasks, or they ar 
paid less thah their male counterparts in the same workplace. This is of- 
ten explained by statements which indicate that wofnen aren’t as pro- 
ductive as men, due mainly to the fact that they have children, so they 
don’t stay in the labour force that long. It can, be shown however that 
_ the nature of women’s wage work is such that they have in total less 
years in the labour. force than men. They are the last to be hired for most 
types of labour, and, when an econòmic crunch is on they are the first to 
belet go. 

Women’s role in domestic labour is not compatible with their role in 
the workplace. The work of women at home is believed to stem from 
love and satisfaction ‘from sacrifice’, whereas women work outside the 
home as an economic necessity. They have to be competitative and 
aggressive in order to survive the industrial World. There is now a ques- 
tion arising as to how these contradictions. between work in the home 
and wage work undermine the fundamental ideology of the capitalist 
_ system. y 

Bruce Lovatt, the president of Toronto’s Male Chauvinist Pig Club 
said that discrimination against women and the sexual harassment of 
women at work is part of the ‘‘good, old free enterprise system”. He's 
right! 





























she attributes women’s inability to join predominantly male job fields 








destruction of Patriarchy as being 
essential to our liberation. We also 
see all other forms of oppression as 
our enemies. For without total 
liberation we will just be doomed to 
the same types of oppressivé 
realities with new faces in the 
dominant roles. This is. clearly 
illustrated in present day Socialist/ 
Coy i $ 

















had t al 
to be free — they are still waiting. 
archi: advocates total 
ut limitation. This 
a society of chaos 
ut a world where 
has total respon- 
eif actions. 
against women is the 
logical result of patriarchal at- 
titudes. Capitalism reinforces these 
practices by making violence a very 
profitable business, such as in por- 
nography and advertising. Though, 
patriarchy and capitalism have 
evolved differently they are so 
combined and intertwined at this 
time that we can’t really talk about 
one without talking about the 
other. Both these forms of domina- 
tion use the state as 4 strong-armed 
thug, 

Patriarchy is the system of male 
suptemacy, the obvious implication 
that women are inferior — geneti- 
cally, emotionally, mentally, and 
physically. Messages of inferiority 
penetrate our lives in many ways 
+ from almost every aspect of our en- 

vironment. As we internalize this 

concept, we sometimes justify the 
violence against us ‘“‘She/I deserved 

it? Š 

Since patriarchy is an- ideology 
which in and of itself has no power, 
it must thrive on institutions and 
customs. Violence against women 
has become institutionalized and 
customary. Rape is the most com- 
mon violent crime. A constant fear 
in our lives that keeps us from 
going, doing, wearing, and saying 
what we please. This terrorism 

keeps us “fn our place, The 
ground work for this situation is 
preplanned and thoroughly 
executed. 

First young men are taught to be 
rapists. By this I do not mean the 
wild man in the bushes but the 
seducer, the “I-know-what’s-best- 
for-you”” personality, men who 
would never consider themselves 
rapists but jusi acting on their 
““natural’’ rights as men. 
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that it’s normal for men to lose con- 
trol of themselves or at least use 
that as an excuse. They incorporate 
the gross idea of “that’s what 
women really want.” They learn to 


"perceive their genitals as weapons. 


of conquest. 

Young women are taught to be 
victims. To always be nice. The 
messages taught the boys are also 
taught the girls and because every 
thing is male-identified we incorpo- 
rate their viewpoint. To further our 
readiness for half-lives we lose trust 
in ourselves as women, that we are 
dumber, weaker, sillier, etc. There 
is no stress put on our learning self- 
defense. There is stress on making 
us pretty things to please men: 
Wearing clothes that we can’t move 
in, shoes that we can’t run in, but 
the worst is believing we are power- 
less and can’t fight back. 

We learn from all the institutions 
— State, church, job, family, school 
and media. These institutions 
reflect and reinforce patriarchy’s 
need for violence against women, 
But through this process violence 
against women has become 
necessary in furthering the existence 
of these institutions. 

Because of this harsh reality we 
question the amount of work the 
police or state agencies cari do in 
putting an end to male tyranny. If 
either go too far they will lose their 
funding or jobs and then there will 
be nothing. The after-the-fact ser- 
vices are needed for survival but we 
must move to get past the necessary 
obsession with survival and begin 
working on liberation. Since the 
state keeps tight reins on funded 
reforms n6~real autonomy can be 
had by groups who want to really 
change the balance of power — as 
I'm sure those who try to work 
through these agencies know. We 
"see these agencies, as necessary 
short-term services but if our long 
term goal is to end violence against 
women we must attack the rest of 
the problem — patriarchy and capi- 
talism! We are the only ones who 
can do this, for no social institu- 
tions have women’s interests in 
mind. 

The eternal question — How? 
























































































DIRECT ACTION — a tool used 
by feminists and historically ad- 
vocated by anarchists. The basis 
being that of direct confrontation 
and individual and collective use of 







of specific violations because we are 
women and for no other reason. 
From the anger and pain that comes 
with this realization we must rede- 
fine ourselves individually and col- 
lectiyely. The redefining process is 
long and hard and we all do it 
everyday — but from this comes 
our strategies for survival amd our 
dreams for the future, 


We must use prevention in every 
way possible- Pre selves 
physically, mentally and politically; 
and doing our best to make sure as 
many girls,-young and old women, 
learn this too. Itis crucial for us to 
break down the isolation between 
women and people in general, on 
blocks, in neighbourhoods, at 
work, in schools, and families. To 
talk and set up systems of alarm. 
and action — what to do when you 
hear a whistle, a scream, or too 
much silence. To let it be known 
that we as women are aware of what 
is happening to us and we say No 
More! Confronting rapists or men 
who assault and harrass women, 
letting everyone know who they are, 
Wemust be prepared — not to take 
it — but to fight and change it. 

Men who are struggling to break 
sex roles personally and_politically 
can exchange mutual aid in our 
struggle. They can support 
women’s struggles by actively 
challenging male privilege in: them- 
selves and other men — trying to 
talk with rapists and other abusive 
men, developing a childcare net- 
work for community events and 
other things that they will develop 
as they see the needs emerging. 

We must put an end to violence 
against women in all its related 
forms, yet we can’t forget that 
violence against women is a- sym- 
ptom of a' society diseased with the 
belief of white-male supremacy. In 
destroying this belief there is the 
danger of imitating it. The creation 
of an alternative society must be 
careful not to buy into the power of 
the old. If this happens, we will 
believe that a woman president or a 
woman corporate head or even a 
woman. general will solve our 
problems, The nature of our Society 
is so snarled in objectivity and fear 
that any trace of it would eventually 
poison anything that attempts 10 
reform it. As anarcha-feminists our 
Cont.: See Women Pg, 7 








“not wait for Hoant ouy 











j 











October/November 1979 





Silence then Resurgence: 
Czech dissent since 


by: Joey Stalin 









































Czechoslovakia is once again the main 
focus of dissident activity in East Europe. 
Members of the Charter 77 organization, 
which has emerged as the main 
oppositional force`in the country, are un- 
dergoing continued state repression. The 
recent arrests of ten Charter 77 activists 
for subversion underlines these facts. 

These arrests not only make it com- 
pelling to act in solidarity with those vic- 
timized by state tyranny, but also to de- 
velop an understanding of the back- 
ground to their occurrences. In the pro- 
cess} the current struggle is revealed as an 
ongoing ope, tracing from the period 
commonly known as the “Prague Spring” 
of early 1968, the Warsaw Pact invasion 
in the same year, and the evolution of the 
resistance born in its wake. = 

The Prague Spring was in many ways an 
encouraging development. Nonetheless, it 
is often viewed uncritically. Specifically, it 
was largely the result of a power struggle 
within the ruling Communist Party bu- 
reaucracy. Unlike the recent struggles 
waged in Poland, for example, it neither 
developed from the base of society nor 
from the struggles of the working class. 

The leading reformer, Alexander Dub- 
cek, and his action of abolishing censor- 
ship must be viewed within the context of 
his struggle against the rule of the Stalinist 
backed Novotny. Dubcek ‘was from the 
outset a bureaucrat. His benevolence, rel- 
ative to the brutality of Novotny, in no 
way altered this fact. 

So, when the Czech people were al- 
lowed the opportunity to speak out, after 
decades of enforced silence, they did so on 
a massive scale. The ruling bureaucracy 
was clearly overwhelmed. Control could 
not be restored as political debate on is- 








upation. 
reform opening up possibilities for Czech 
workers to become a revolutionary force 

ugh autonomous action as a class. In 


"effect, the reformers who controlled the 


bureaucracy and who worked to control 
Student and Intellectuals. 


Students and intellectuals were the prin- , 
cipal actors in the evolving drama. 
Although many of the students were 
radical the movement itself was not 
revolutionary. Liberalism and economic 
reformism were predominant. Liberalism 
in the emphasis upon deman- 
ds for basic civil liberties enforced by con- 
stitutional guarantees. Economic refor- 
mism complemented these demands. 
More political freedom was to aid eco- 
nomic re-organization controlled from 
aboye by technocrats who aimed to over- 
come economic and technical stagnation 
in Czechoslovakia. 

These were not objectives which would 
fundamentally alter the economic system 
via a radical departure, such as a turn 
towards socialization of the nationalized 
economy. The Czech working class would 
neither gain real control over production 
nor reap the full benefits of any improve- 
ment in economic performance. 

Taken together the main directions 
coming out of the Prague Spring pointed 
to a nationalized economic system ad- 
ministered by a technocracy with a poli- 
tical structure approaching that of a 
liberal democracy. The tension which 
would inevitably exist between these two 
contradictory structures reflected both the 
contradictory nature of the movement 
and its alienation from the working class. 
But it would also open new avenues for a 


Greek: Cont. from Pg. 4 
and the State that the only way to 
deter me from fighting for freedom 
and Anarchy is to kill me. I am 
afraid of nothing because I have no- 
thing to lose other than my life and 
life which is lived under the yoke of 
the bosses becomes even worse than 
death. 

The hunger strike is the only 
means that I have to fight for my 


humanity. ee Kyi 
ippas Kyritsis 





more decisive struggle against the ruling 
bureaucracy. 


Working Class 


Little occurred to encourage the 
working people to take action in their own 
interests as a class. No doubt the govern- 
ment wanted this to continue. The contac- 
ts made during the Prague Spring between 
the students and the-workers were of an 
ad hoc, campaign oriented nature. 
~ But the one crucial gain of the liberali- 
zation for the workers was the return of 
their legal right to strike, though the 
unions remained tied to the state. None- 
theless, this gain made more apparent the 
glaring contradiction of a movement for 
the mass movement directly helped to 
develop the basis for a fight for real 
emancipation which would necessarily be 
waged against them. 

The nature of the struggle and its 
development was dramatically changed by 
the Soviet of union’s decision to invade 
with a 500,000 strong Warsaw Pact mili- 
tary force. Explanations for the invasion 
vary but certain factors are indisputable. 


Two days after the invasion Czeck students staged a massive protest demo that unnerved the “‘socialist”’ 
hordes. 


The Soviets were’ definitely worried 
about Dubcek’s apparent inability to 
maintain control of a situation 
challenging the Communist Party’s rule. 
Liberalization in itself could undoubtedly 
be tolerated but only if it was contained, 
especially before it spread beyond Czech 
borders! 

Military considerations always weigh 
heavily in East European matters. A situa- 
tion that got out of control could con- 
ceivably lead to the withdrawal of 
Czechoslovakia from the Warsaw Pact. 
The Czech people desire national self- 
determination and resent Soviet domin- 
ation. Czech withdrawal from the Pact 
would be seen by the Soviets as a major 
increase in their vulnerability to attack 
from Western Europe. 

Significantly, just prior to the invasion 
the mass movement was solidly pro- 
Dubcek, Growing awareness of the exter 
nal threat was the reason. But the wisdom 
of this became very questionable once the 
tanks arrived. The Soviets were not intent 
upon a direct attack upon the mass 
movement. Rather the bureaucracy arid 
the credibility of its reform wing would be 
the Soviet instruments for an attack. The 
Soviets would then turn on the bureau- 
cracy’s reform wing once it had silenced 
the Czech people. 

However, now the movement was 
changing. The workers were about to 
become a more decisive factor. Conse- 
quently, its revolutionary potential would 
become clear. 
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Passive Resistance 


Passive resistance was common to the 
‘period immediately ‘following the in- 
vasion. A great many Czechs were con- 
vinced most of the reforms would remain 
in place. Dubcek and his colleagues 
believed this too and did everything they 
could to tell the people to act with pru- 
dence. The people weren’t able to think 
this as long as the Dubcek wing of the 
bureaucracy proceeded on a course of 


_ complete capitulation. 


Disbelief in the words and actions of 
the Dubcekists was revealed on a massive 
scale in November. The continuing 
stfuggle correspondingly intensified, par- 
ticularily with the approach of the impor- 
tant mid-November 1968 Plenum of the 
Communist ‘Party’s Central Committee, 
where the reformers continued to cap- 
itulate. The students sparked mass 
resistance in the universities and even the 
secondary schools. The stated goals of the 
student occupation movement were not 
radical. They focused upon what the then 
reform controlled Communist Party had 





earlier outlined in its ‘April Action 
Programme’. 

But now the Czech working class was a 
direct participant in the struggle. Its 
relative isolation from the student- 
intellectual social strata disappeared, 
aided by left-wing stiidents who worked to 
create the needed links, helped along by 
the new situation. A group called the 
Union of Working Youth, which was 
created earlier in the year, was typical of 
the contacts made and developed. 

So, when the students struck they did 
so knowing masses of workers supported 
them who were prepared to start a general 
strike if the organizers were arrested. The 
student strike was complemented by short 
work stoppages and direct aid throughout 
thestruggle. 

Shortly afterwards, the workers 
engaged in more autonomous actions. 
The Czech parliament had planned legis- 
lation to legalize the existence of workers 
councils tied to.the state. Contrarily, the 
workers elected councils of théir own, 
creating the basis for workers’ power in 
over 150 factories. These workers’ coun- 
cils then met in January to elect a central 
council. The state was not able to smash 
the councils until the following summer, 
though an opposition movement within 
the unions persisted. 

The shift in the balance of forces 
proved to be brief. A badly discredited 
Alexander Dubcek was toppled from his 
leadership position: in the party and 
replaced by a Soviet puppet, Gustav 
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Husak. The state’s reaction was underway 
in full force. 

The opposition to the Soviet dominated 
state was about to be systematically 
isolated and crushed. Mass plrges _ 
proceeded within the Communist Party. 
Large numbers of people were fired from 
their jobs, others sent to prison and many 
faced exile. 

The growing reaction also reflected it- 
self in Czech society by a turning inward. 
A retreat from politics into the silence of 
family life occurred followed by a baby — 
boom. Like in the West the family would 
serve as a stabilizing force. So too would 
subsequent attempts by the state to en- 
courage consumerism. 

In mid-1969 the movement was 
crushed, Many opposition groups went 
underground, though not all successfully. 
One small Marxist party, formerly from a 
group called the Young Revolutionary 
Movement, was infiltrated with predic- 
table results. And so it went. The repres- 


sion’s wave of arrests continued well into 
1972. 
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establishing the May 2ist Defense 
Fund (558 Capp a ila 
cisco CA 94110), K aly | 

and-financially the people arrested 
that night. A criminal Grand Jury 
has been convened to finger “those 
responsible’? and there may be 
more people indicted via this means 
as will. The spirit of resistance and 
support for what happened May 
21st is represented by the popular 
slogan “NO APOLOGIES” and 
the popular logo of the burning po- 
lice car sported on t-shirts, posters, 
buttons, etc. 

etc. 

May 2ist has also had the effect 
of quite efficiently busting the myth 
of San Francisco as “gay utopia” 
and some of the complacency that 
has stemmed from that myth. The 
White case and the aftermath has 
brought home the realization that 
overt repression is never that far 
away. For many people, the chance 
to fight back and the act of doing so 
was long, long overdue. You can 
fight City Hall! 
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vision is a truly classless society 
free of sex, race, age and economic 
classes, y 
Smashing the tradition of 
dominance and submission is our 
ultimate goal for not only does it 
feed patriarchy and capitalism, but 
all forms of oppression. We musr 
break its rule over our daily lives. 





This article was originally presented 
at a forum on Women and Violence 
in Rochester, NY on Oct. 26, 1978. 
The forum was for women only so 
‘we’ refers 10 women. In places ‘we’ 
refers to women who are specifi- 
cally anarcha-feminists but the con- 
tents make these distinctions clear. 
Patti Stanko and Jackie Frost gave 
support and criticism vital to the 
writing of this article. 
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by: Lazarus Jones 

Francis Coppola’s long awaited 
film, Apocalypse Now, has finally 
opened after seemingly endless 
production delays that saw it run 
nearly $18 million over its original 
$12 million budget. I’m happy to 
report that the wait, and the expen- 
se, was well worth it. Apocalypse 
Now is quite simply an aural-visual 
cinematic masterpiece. 

The horror and madness that was 
Vietnam is captured with incredible 
verisimilitude, Apocalypse Now is 
the first film with a Vietnam war 
theme to actually give the viewer a 
sense of what is was like to be there. 
The film may not be Vietnam, as 
Coppola stated in a moment of 
hyperbole, but it is the closest thing 
yet. 

The film opens with the melan- 
choly strains of The End, the old 
Doors song, setting a mood of 
anxious expectation that is 
Sustained throughout the movies 
two and a half-hour running time, 
The plot line, based loosely on 
Joseph Conrad’s Heart of 
Darkness, concerns the journey up- 
river of a certain Captain Willard 
(Martin Sheen) whose mission is to 
“terminate with extreme prejudice” 
a renegade Colonel called Kurtz, 
played by a corpulent Marlon 
Brando, > 

Colonel Kurtz, we are led to 
believe, is some: sort. of military 
demi-god, but the strain of com- 
mand has driven him to insanity 


Stage 
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and mutiny. Kurtz has established 
himself as the godfather of a motley 
crew of Montagnard tribesmen and 
fellow deserters just across the bor- 
der in Cambodia. From his jungle 
fortress he broadcasts enigmatic 
messages to no one in particular. 
Kurtz’s very existence is an em- 
barrassment to the American high 
command and Willard is assigned 
the task of “terminating” him. 


The journey up-river becomes a 
metaphor for the entire American 
experience in Vietnam. At the film's 
beginning Willard is a willing tool 
of the military establishment. The 
nature of his mission, “to kill an 
American, and an officer at that,” 
implants the first seed of doubt. As 
Willard says “it shouldn't have 
bothered me — but it did.” 


The journey into the heart of 
darkness takes us through each cir- 
cle of the Vietnamese inferno. From 
the indiscriminate use of over- 
elming firepower against peasant 
villages to the senseless slaughter of 
a Vietnamese boat family. From the 
incredible absurdity of the 
“Playboy bunny” sequence to the 
apocalyptical vision at the Do Lung 
bridge where abandoned soldiers 
fight an unseen enemy, Willard 
searches desperately for the com- 
manding officer, searchesifor some 
semblance of purpose in the car- 
nage. But, in the end, he returns to * 





the boat and declares: “‘There is no 
CO 

Throughout the voyage Willard 
studies the files on Colonel Kurtz. 
The. more he learns about the 
enigmatic Kurtz the more confused 
he becomes. Kurtz was the perfect 
soldier. Bold, resourceful and most 
of all effective. His*military career 
was one long series of superlativees. 
The picture of Kurtz that emerges 
from the documents is one of 
superior intellect and ability com- 
bined with an incredible personal 
charisma. The mission, for Willard, 
becomes a quest to find out why 
this man had seemingly betrayed 
everything he formerly stood for. 





The final confrontation between 
Willard and Kurtz is devastating in 
its understatement. Kurtz’s jungle 
fortress, strewn with dead bodies, 
severed heads and heavily armed 
zombies, provides a macabre back- 
dop as Willard attempts to fathom 
the depths of Kurtz’s psyche. 


In one sequence Kurtz relates the 
story of the incident that finally 
broke his grip on sanity, On a re- 
connaissance mission to a Vietnam- 
ese village Kurtz's combat team had 
vaccinated the village children 
against polio. When they returned 
after they found a pile of severed 


arms. The Viet Cong had taught the - 





zil a horrible lesson on the 
ences of fraternization. It 
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Moreau as Levesque 
puzzles audience 


e * 





was this act of supreme savagery 
that shattered Kurtz’smind. “What 
strength it took to do that,” he 
mutters, ‘‘what horrible strength.” 
In that moment Kurtz realized that 
the war was lost. The Vietnamese 
were not monsters, they believed 
that they were in the right. It was 
this beief that gave them the 
strength to “make friends of horror 
and savagery.” Thus began Kurtz’s 
slide into evil and insanity, 

In Apocalypse Now Coppola ex- 
Plores the motivations that lead 
rational, intelligent men to commit 
hideous atrocities under the pro- 
tective cloak of a military uniform. 
Dennis Hopper, as the spaced out 
Photojournalist, goes to the heart 
of the matter when he says of Kurtz, 
“his minds clear, its his soul 
thats crazy.” The essence of Kurtz's 
madness is the moral dilemma of a 
caring, compassionate man who 
feels compelled to act like a savage, 
As Hopper again observes: 
“Sometimes he goes too far, and 
he’s the first to admit it.”” For Kurtz 
the nightmare of war has destroyed 
his sanity. For Willard the long 
journey into the inferno. leads 






birth, 

“They were going to make me a 
major for this,” (killing Kurtz) 
Willard reflects, “they don’t even 
know Pm not in their army any- 
more.” When Willard moves again- 
st Kurtz he comes, not as an 
assassin, but as an acolyte. Kurtz’s 
murder is not an execution, it is a 
sacrifice to the irrational gods of 
war, a beam of light directed at the 
heart of darkness. 


ultimately to~ catharsis, andre =a “tised by the far arto eh 










On Saturday, August 25, Torontonians 
had the opportunity to participate in an 
unusual night of theatre. Jean-Guy 
Moreau, Québec’s foremost imper- 
sonator, presented ‘‘an evening with René 
Lévesque.” Moreau has made quite a 
name for himself in Canada with his 
devastatingly accurate protrayal of 
Québec’s seperatist premier Lévesque, 
and the event, billed as an evening of 
“participation theatre”, was sufficiently 
intriguing to lure me down to the theatre 
for the one night.performance. 

The bare stage contained only a 

_ speaker's lectern and a Québec flag. The 

presence of a film crew heightened the 

“‘press-conference’’ atmosphere. The ad- 

yertisements for the performance stated 

that: “Jean-Guy Moreau invited you to 
come and tell René Lévesque how you feel 

about Québec’, and approximately 100 

people did just that. 

Moreau, who with make-up has an 
astonishing physical resemblance to 
Lévesque, opened the show with a 
monologue on “frogs and Independen- 
ce.” He read dictionary definitions of the 
terms and concluded that the Québecois 
are “frogs, yes, but frogs with a dream.” 
He then invited questions from the floor 
and for almost an hour he engaged in a 
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serio-comic dialogue with the audience 
that frequently verged on the bizarre. 


Illusion and reality became strangely 
mixed as some of the questioners seem to 
almost believe that Moreau was Lévesque. 
The questions ranged from the declining 
stature of McGill University to the lan- 
guage policies of the Parti Québécois 
government. Moreau/Lévesque was alter- 
nately humourous then serious in his 
replies, a blend that disconcerted a few of 
the people in attendance. Some members 
of the audience were openly hostile prom- 
pting Moreau/Lévesque to remark “its 
because of people like you that there are 
people like me.” 


The last question came from a univer- 
sity professor and author of several books 
on the Canadian state, whom I recognized 
from an academic conference that I had 
attended earlier in the year. He stated that 
he was “‘confused’’ and didn’t know if 
this performance ‘‘was politics or political 
Satire.” Moreau/Lévesque replied that 
“the two are often the same”’ and moved 
quickly to bring the show to a close. 

In the context of the last question 
Moreau/Lévesque’s closing number, an 





impassioned monologue spoken over the 
recorded strains of Québec seperatist- 
superstar Robert Charlesbois’ song Gars 
Ordinaire (Ordinary Guy), seemed almost 
grotesque. Moreau/Lévesque adapted the 
songs lyrics into a passionate plea for un- 
derstanding ending with the line: ‘I’m not 
agod, just, an ordinary guy.”” 


The staging of this performance raises 
several interesting questions. Primary 
among these is - why did Moreau do it? 
With a $2.50 admission charge the show 
couldn’t have grossed more than $250- 
300. With the theatre rental and the cost 
of several small display ads in the Toronto 
Star and the Globe and Mail taken into 
consideration, it becomes obvious that 
Moreau must have been working for free. 


As an experiment in psycho-theatre the 
evening was undoubtedly a success. The 
obvious displeasure shown by the univer- 
sity professor at Moreau/Lévesque’s lam- 
pooning of the conventions of bourgeois 
politics was a joy to behold. In the face of 
the often fatuous nonsense that passes for 
debate on the national question in Québec 
the mocking irreverence of a Jean-Guy 
Moreau is a refreshing and much appre- 
ciated breath of fresh air. 











by: Alien Anarchist 

In recent years literally a my 
small urban guerilla groupings 
to the fore in advanced capita 
and by their actions have heigl 
cussion among revolutionaries d 
the usefulness of armed strugi 
present period. You Can't Bl 
Social Relationship: The Ana 
Against Terrorism is a new pa 
the subject collectively written 
Australian anarchist and 
socialist organizations. It should 
be a major contribution to th 
debate particularly within 
authoritarian left. 

The arguments put forward 
rejection of terrorism wit 
abandonment of a revolutionar! 
tive. The state is clearly recogni 
single most important source oj 
in society. An understanding o 
nature is shown throughout as i 
plementary function as a m 
political repression. Particular re 
made to the existence of politi 
forces who supposedly are a 
preventing violence but in fact 
repress leftist political activity. 

Significantly, much of the fog 
use of terror deals with the 
Nazis, Croatian Nationalists an 
zations such as the ruthless 
Anti-Communist Alliance are 
major sources of terrorism ng 
linked to, though in some cases 
by, a state. 

‘These facts are tied together 
context of the present situation i 
lia, There, most of the terrorisy 



























































response has been to str 
security apparatus in a mani 
increases its ability to crack do. 
left. 

A similar example expli 
hypocrisy of ruling class views 
ism common to the mass medi 
tinction is drawn between Pales 
rorism, which always gets si 
coverage and Israeli terrorism 
the use of fragmentation and 
action bombs during air raids on 
ian refugee camps. This Israeli 
terror receives next to no covera; 
no less brutal ana"kin 
essence of the situation is summ 
the statement, “Subversion is in 
of the beholder and the behol 
ruling class.” - 

Nonetheless, most of the 
looks at the use of terrorism by 
Left terrorism is challenged as ai 
to the movement for social r 
The reasons stated for this cee 
and largely relate to questions of 

A central argument advance 
widely held view that terrorism 
venient excuse for state repressi 
left. However, an important b 
struck in the recognition that rep 
an inevitable fact of capitalist soc 

At the same time, the importar 
why the advocates ‘and non-adv 
an urban guerilla strategy part w 
have been looked into more the 
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pamphlet. from Australia argues against terrorism and ‘propaganda by the deed.’ 


Here some critical insights are made. 
The argument is advanced* that the 

tendency for the situation to escalate is 
fuelled by the dependence of urban 
guerillas upon spectacular actions for 
their existence otherwise they face the 
prospect of being forgotten. In the 
meantime society becomes polarized and 
militarized. The politics of the urban 
guerillas then become ‘*....a rallying cry 
for a massacre.” In the long term oppor- 
tunities for mass work are destroyed. The 
pamphlet’s authors conclude with one of 
their central points. ‘‘When by their own 
actions terrorists serve such ends, they are 
contributing to the destruction of politics 
and the closing of various options for 
spreading ideas before they have been 
fully utilized.” 

By contrast, urban guerillas frequently 
welcome the repression their actions pro- 
voke as a way to radicalize large numbers 
of people. Some advocates of urban 
guerilla strategy even believe armed 
actions will force people to become aware 
of revolutionary alternatives and they also 
see small armed groups as potential 
kernels for a popular army. The effects of 
the actions by the West German Red 
Army Faction and the Italian Red 
Brigades upon mass work in their respec- 
tive countries shows how disastrously 
wrong such positions are and strengthens 
the conclusions reached in the pamphlet. 

Similarly groups like the Weather 
Underground Organization and George 
Jackson Brigade attempt to link their 
armed actions to popular struggles. So, 
for example, the George Jackson Brigade 
proclaims ‘Politics in command—rely on 
the people” and the Weatherpeople use 
the slogan “The future will be what the 
people struggle to make it.”” This charade 
is exposed by the absence of anything 
which make these groups directly account- 
able to the people they want to wage 
armed struggle in support of. This is 
correctly seen as elitism and self pro- 
claimed vanguardism. 

Interwoven with this conclusion is the 
charge that this absence contains the 
inherent tendency to reduce the masses to 





the passive role of spectators»instead of 
full participants in the struggle against 
their oppression. This is a relationship of 
alienation and it is consistent with the 
mainly Marxist-Leninist views nearly all 
contemporary urban guerillas say they 
hold. 


Their theoretical poverty is only 
partially analyzed. In particular the world 
views of modern day.urban guerillas are 
neglected. 

To begin with, it is critical to under- 
stand that the urban guerilla groups ofthe 
70's have almost all emerged out of the 
experiences’ of mass radicalization in the 
60's, As a result, they brought with them 
their uncritical support of the Third 
World liberation movements idolized by 
the New Left. Attempts were often made 
to imitate them in totally different circum- 
stances with predictable results. 

Recent events in Indochina and the 
related Soviet-Chinese conflict have 
demonstrated their theoretical stupidity. 
Ignorance of important conflicts 
elsewhere is common too. Naturally, not 
one of the better known urban guerilla 
groups has addressed the questions raised 
by working class and student revolts in 
Eastern Europe. Their analysis, to the 
extent that it exists, of the Soviet Union 
often parrots China’s line about how the 
capitalist class has supposedly re-taken 
state power there. 

To the credit of the pamphlet’s authors 
their work emphasizes the lack of recog- 
nition given to, and/or knowledge, most 
urban guerillas have of the historic accom- 
plishments of anarchism and libertarian 
communism. Sincere study of the impli- 
cations of the events in Spain (1936), 
Hungary (1956), and France (1968) could 
have a politically devastating effect upon 
most urban guerilla groups. 


With particular reference to the con- 
clusions of psychologist Erich Fromm and 
former June 2nd Movement guerilla Mich 
eal Baumann, the self-glorification, fana- 
ticism, isolation, self-sacrifice and selfde- 
structiveness of the urban guerilla lifestyle 
are perceptively looked at in detail. But, 


the connection between their ethic of self- 
sacrifice to authoritarian left theories 
should have been analyzed, as it would 
have further explained their theoretical 
poverty. 


Notably, George Jackson’s call to 
“Join us, give up your life ‘for the peo- 
ple”, añd Brigade member Bruce Seidel’s 
“. . . the main problem with our move- 
ment is people putting themselves first 
and the revolution second”’, are revealing. 
Both basically parrot Mao’s dogma of 
“Serve the People’’, which has functioned 
as an ideological mask concealing the rule 
of a privileged bureaucracy in China. By 
contrast, an understanding of events like 
the 1968 revolution in France points to 
how revolutionary change does not con- 
flict with individual freedom and 
autonomy but is made a liberating exper- 
ience by them. 

Significantly, this pamphlet does not at- 
tempt to-avoid discussion of how the 
anarchist movement has been harmed by 
the use of terror in, the past. It focuses on 
Spanish anarchism but should also have 
looked at the notorious period at the turn 
of the century when some anarchists used 
terror supposedly justified by a theory of 
action known as Propaganda by Deed. 
Even so, the heart of the matter is ad- 
dressed within the context of the post-Civ- 
il War period of armed resistance to fas- 
cist rule in Spain. 
~ Commenting upon the urban guerilla 
tactics of the Iberian Liberation Move- 
ment (MIL), the conclusion they reached 
states, ‘‘They did not see the absolute pri- 
macy of politics over armed struggle,” A 
further quote made noting the MIL's 
recognition of the failure of their strategy 
reinforcing this judgement is, “It'is now 
useless to talk of politico-military organ- 
izations and such organizations are noth- 
ing but political rackets.” 








The Tupamaros are often held up as an 
example of a successful urban guerilla 
group functioning in a liberal democratic 
society in large part because they did have 
actual links to the people who they sought 
to fight for and did advance theif struggle 
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to a point, Consequently, an analysis of 
their experience is undertaken here. 

One basis for the attack on the 
Tupamaros strategy is their misconception | 
about armed actions sparking the 
consciousness, organization and | 
conditions for revolution. This, it is 
argued, defines the essence of revolution 
as illegality or armed confrontation with 
the state rather than on the basis of the 
nature of the revolutionary movement 
backing it up. Process is largely disregar- 
ded and a strategy evolves which Will 
inevitably lead to the replacement of one 
ruling elite with another. The Leninist 
politics of the Tupamaros. further 
supports this contention. 

Tt is of critical importance to the subject 
of terrorism to recognize that the 
Tupamaros are typical of urban guerillas 
in that they have been smashed. This fact 
is not missed by the authors of this pam- | 
phlet. Specifically, the revelation of the 
Tupamaros’ lack of a solid mass base just 
prior to being crushed is weighed heavily. 
The fact of their defeat having come | 
before the actual military takeover is 
viewed as a condemnation of urban 
guerilla strategy, generally, in the remark 
that ‘Just because they were so good 
within the limits of the urban guerilla 
strategy they prove the basically flawed 
nature of the theory.” Again mass work is 
the preferred path. It can best. provide 
the movement with the ‘real teeth’ the 
urban guerillas desire. As the authors of 
the pamphlet state ‘‘if the energy expen- | 
ded by the Tupamaros had gone into the | 
spreading of ideas encouraging people to < 
organize, the resistance would have been 
larger and_ more. profound and. would | 
therefore have had more chance of 
success,” 

It is significant that although the thrust 
of the arguments made attack armed 
struggle by urban guerilla groups as an 
obstacle to the movement for social 
revolution there is a simultaneous | 
rejection of pacifism. By this the positions 
taken defy any attempt to simplistically 
polarize the question of violence around | 
either one of these two mutually wrong 
approaches. The basic theme throughout 
opts for ‘‘minimizing violence by 
emphasizing politics.” Revolutionary vio- 
lence is justified only if those practicing it 





be merely an extension of a political 
movement whose main activity would be 
to spread ideas and build alternative or- 
ganizations.” 

Revolutionary anarchists would do well 
to further discredit all forms of terrorism 
by consistently putting positions like those 
into practice. 


You Can't Blow Up-A Social Relation- | 
ship: The Anarchist Case Against Terror- | 
ism can be ordered from: Libertarian 

Socialist Organization, P.O. Box 223, 
Broadway 4000, Queensland, Australia. 
The cost is $1.00 which includes postage | 
and handling. 
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10. North American Anarchist 


by: Ron Linville 

On October 6, 1979, the North 
American anti-nuke movement will 
take a meaningful step forward, as 
an anticipated 10,000 people des- 
cend upon the small town of Sea- 
brook, New Hampshire, 

Unlike previous Seabrook ‘‘occu- 
pations’’, this one, if all goes as 
planned, may deserve that title. 
Earlier demos, dramatic and enthu- 
siastic though they were, turned 
many political people off, or at 
least tempered their participation, 
by being excessively concerned with 
media image, by acknowledging the 
authority of the state through nego- 
tiating with them for ‘permitted’ 
occupation sites, and by upholding 
the sanctity of private property 
(destruction of plant property was 
considered ‘‘violent’’!), 

In addition, serious questions 
had been raised, by Clamshell mem- 
bers, about the Clam Co-ordinating 
Committee's (CC) domination, and 
consequent lack of autonomy for 
the local groups, and the squelching 
of persons and ideas contrary to the 
‘CC's polite-protest liberalism. The 
nonviolence training that was re- 
quired of all participating groups 
was designed by CC, not subject to 
local approval or debate. On the 
site itself, absurd and arbitrary rules 
were imposed: no dogs, no move- 
ment after dark, no chanting, etc, 
Worst of all, the ‘marshalls’ (peace 
pigs) were instructed to restrain or 
to turn in to. the police anyone dis- 
 rupting the orderliness by violating 
_ the rules or destroying property. 

3 Now the predictable failure of 
“such an a approach, coupled with 
the example of European anti-nuke 
activities where direct action tactics 
ave been used, has evidently 
© moved a large number of Clams, 
_ and others, to the left, to form the 
Coalition for Direct Action at Sea- 
_ brook (CDAS). Seabrook residents, 
having twice overwhelming voted 
against having a nuke in their town, 
_ drawing the same conclusions, have 
_ offered land as ‘staging areas’ for a 
; 
l 
l 
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concerted assault on the plant site. 
To get detailed information on 
preparations and tactics, one must 
form or join a local group and ask 
regional co-ordinating group (or 
Boston Clam, directly) for a copy 
of what’s. been worked out and 
- agreed to so far. 
_ Generally, the purpose of this 
| Seabrook occupation is precisely 
_ that: to enter the plant illegally and 
forcibly, using wire-cutters, 
shovels, and other tools, to confront 
_ authority-by evading or otherwise 
resisting containment or arrest 
(rather than submitting to or en- 
couraging arrest, as before), and, 
l one on the site, to extablish a per- 
_ manent settlement — a commune. 
_ Present plans call for those in the 
‘first wave’, who actually breach 
; the fences to be prepared to stay at 


least a week, to help establish a- 


community for later arrivals, They 
will attempt to convert the ‘found? 
materials and structures into alter- 
natives, to use the stuff there for the 
commune’s needs — raising food, 
producing energy, providing shel- 
icr, health, and educational ser- 
vices. However, given the sopho- 
moric (“wise fool’’) nature of capit- 
alist? patriarchal technologies, there 
may be some materials and struc- 
tures for which no goad use can be 
_ found, 

The state’s first line of denfense, 
as always, will be their spies and 
provocateurs within the movement. 
These elements thrive in atmos- 
pheres of either disorganized spon- 
taneism or in hierarchical struc- 
tures. The latter category includes 
organizations that are officially or 
formally decentralized, but in prac- 
tice are not. The best defense 
against these people is the existence 
of an organization that is democra- 
tic, organized from the base, yet 








Direct Action 


Come to Seabrook: Oct. 6 


collectively co-ordinated. Creating 
and maintaining this will be co: 
erably more difficult than cutting 
fence and stepping through. 

The need for a true democracy in 
organizing is not only a strategic 
necessity for the success of October 
6; it is important in itself, a step for- 
ward for the future of the anti-nuke 
movement and for other radical and 
revolutionary movements, which 
for too long: have been caught 
between liberal impotence and the 
alienating, oppressive models of the 
hierarchical Left. 

Another problem will be the role 
of the media. Coverage may be ex- 





centennial demo in Philadelphia) to 
silence. The need for sympathetic 
coverage is great, and some 
attempts are being made to organize 
people with videotape, film, and 
radio skills to join, as participants 
as well as recorders. 

The occupiers are determined, by 
whatever nonviolent means neces- 
sary, to halt nuclear power. Having 
learned, yet again, that moral argu- 
ment is wasted on the ruling classes, 
they have entered the sphere of di- 
rect action — not only the very real, 
physical blockade of nuclearism, 
but the creation of a living alterna- 
tive, 
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pected to be very different, much 
more hostile. After all, what sells 
papers or TV time better than stern- 
but-calm cops dragging away a 
smiling, passively photogenic pro- 
tester? Symbolism sells. When 
push comes to shove, however, the 
media are corporations; they will 
not wittingly encourage expropria- 
tion of private property, and they 
do little that is unwitting. As Gil- 
Scot Heron said, ‘‘the revolution 
will no be televised”. So the normal 
level of mass-media bullshit can be 
expected to escalate from irrelevan- 
cies to deliberate distortion or (as in 
the nopcoverage of the massive Bi- 




















Several uncertainties remain. The 
first and most obvious is: can they 
get onto the site at all? (And of 
course the related question: how 
long can they stay there?). The Sea- 
brook plant is extensive, with much 
of its perimeter edged by marshes 
and woods — good “‘guerrilla’’ 
country. Chances for some success- 
ful entry seem excellent, but what 
will happen when the attackers and 
defenders come face-to-face? 

For their part, the CDAS plans 
depend on the thorough training, 
understanding, and unity of action 
öf local groups. The training will 
include techniques of resistance that 
are peaceful, but not passive. 

The other central factor will be 
the number and nature of the de- 
fending troops, their individual and 
collective attitudes towards nuclear 
power and its protesters. The nuke 
issue touches nearly every region of 
populated North America, and 
anti-nuke sentiment, aided by the 
potentially-disastrous accident at 
Three Mile Island in Pennsylvania, 
can be found among many tradi- 
tionally “apolitical” or even “‘con- 
servative’’ people. Last year, mem- 
bers of the New Hampshire Nation- 
al Guard proved themselves unrelia~ 
ble by ‘fraternizing’ with demon- 
strators; some were heard to say 
they would never defend a nuke 
plant again. Out-of-state Guard 
units were used. Seabrook cops also 
showed signs of reluctance, and 
State Troopers were used not for 
their numbers alone. 

Still, it would be foolish to expect 
the cops and the military to turn 
their rifles butt-up (in the classic 
gesture of an army mutinying to the 
people), and from a purely ‘mili- 
tary’ point-of-view, the protesters” 
position is hopeless: an unarmed 
group can hardly take, much less 
hold, any fixed position that the 
ruling classes care about, however 
inventive and unified their activi- 
ties. 

What the occupiers hope for, of 
course, is to make the costs of de- 
fense too high for the propaganda 
risks involved. This political calculus 





must weigh toleration of an open 
challenge to law and property 
against self-exposure of a very pub- 
lic act of repression. A nuclear de- 
bate, contained within a strictly en- 
vironmental/economic (safety and 
jobs) context, is a difficult, but pro- 
bably ‘manageable’ conflict within 
the present structures of a 
“‘democratic’’ capitalist state. The 
last thing the ruling classes want is 
for people to make the connection 
“nuclear state= police state’, to see 
that nuke-dependence is not only a 
further technique of centralization, 
but because of the recognized threat 
of nuclear theft, and terrorism 





Ellen Shub 


(which is a government-clainied 
monopoly), the first rational justifi- 
cation for fascism. The sight of 
armed troops frantically defending 
a nonoperational (hence no ‘terror- 
ist’ excuse) plant brings the civil li- 
berties point closer to being made. 
Finally, there are still some prob- 
lems around the issue of ‘violence’. 
Although the definition has happily 
been narrowed to allow disrespect 
for property and resistance to ar- 
rest, there remains a vagueness 
about what will happen, or should 
happen, if/when a cop raises his 
club and wades into the mass of oc- 
cupiers. Non-violence training is 
still a prerequisite for participating 
groups, although this preparation 
has been expanded to encourage lo- 
cal discretion and debate and ‘in- 
put’ on all decisions, rather than 
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being a prepackaged workshop 
handed down from above. The sug- 
gested topics invite personal/poli- 
tical differences to be explored, ra- 
ther than attempting to smother 
them under a simplistic no-nukism 
and a false media hype unity. 

These problems and questions 
will be addressed as more local and 
tegional groups form, meet region- 
ally, and take part in the general 
planning. 

Just as the civil rights struggle re- 
awakened the social conscience (the 
basis of genuine revolution) of 
North America, and the anti-war 
movement, re-introduced a radical 
vocabulary (even if this often in- 
cluded concepts that were outdated 
or worse — ideological baggage 
that shouldn’t have been re- 
claimed), the anti-nuke movement, 
as well as the feminist movement to 
which it has a natural and revolu- 
tionary relationship only just begin- 
ning to be developed, can chuck 
some of the old baggage, give rev- 
olution its broadest potential base 
yet (since nukes theaten everyone), 
and develop its characteristic and 
most relevant structure — the auto- 
nomous affinity group. 

It is unfortunate that the 
antinuke movement continues to 
misuse the term “affinity group” to 
describe a temporary and single- 
issue tactical unit; in the Spanish 
anarchist tradition, an affinity 
group was first of all a small group 
of people who knew each other well 
from living and working in the same 
community and relating daily over a 
period of years, integrating the per- 
sonal and the political into a// issues 
in the context of a permanent and 
autonomous group. However, the 
decentralization that the creation of 
CDAS represents continues, and if 
the groups that come together for 
October 6 stay together and expand 
their activities to other issues, then 
this vital tradition indeed will have 
been reborn, and the phoney ‘“‘af- 
finity groups’? of demonstrations 
past will have grown into their 
name. 

It is this sense that the success 
or failure of October 6 will have 
consequences beyond the case of 
Seabrook itself; it will be an impor- 
tant test for radical and revolution- 
ary movements in North America 
and the world. 


Contact CDAS c/o: 
Boston Clamshell Alliance 
595 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, Mass. 01239 U.S.A. 
617-661-6204 
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Walla Walla Brothers 


On May 9, 1979, Carl Harp, Clyde 
Washburn and Shane Green, members of 
the Walla Walla prison Anarchist Black 
Dragon Collective (ABDC), seized nine 
hostages and held them for 12 hours to 
protest inhuman prison conditions. The 
three anarchists managed to communicate 
with a reporter for the Walla Walla Union 
Bulletin and a TV newsman from Seattle 
4clevision station KOMO. They spent over 
an hour telling the two reporters their 
complaints concerning the ancient prison 
and the penal system. They termed their 
action a “‘non-violent protest.” 

The three anarchists released their 
hostages unharmed at the end of the in- 
cident and allowed the embarassed prison 
authorities to examine the ‘‘bombs’’ that 
had kept them at bay for 12 hours. The 
officials were not amused to find that they 
had been the victims of an elaborate hoax. 
Unfortunately, unless we act quickly to 
support our comrades, the guards may 
have the last laugh as this letter indi- 
cates. 

Dear Friends and Comrades, 

On May 9, 1979 there was a take-over 
of the Washington State Penitentiary at 
Walla Walla, Wash. over the inhuman 
and illegal treatment and conditions. The 
Penitentiary was held for twelve hours 
non-violently before a surrender oc- 





curfed, The entire prison population sup- 


ported this take-over, and a member of 
the Anarchist Black Dragon Collective, 
Carl Harp, "was involved. Many other 
ABDC members stood up in support of 
the take-over and Carl's courageous in- 
volvement. - m 

Now Carl is buried-in segregation facing 
a major political trial this year. If he loses 
he faces 10 years plus ‘‘Habitual 
Criminal” charges along with his four 
consecutive fife terms. The Anarchist 
Black Dragon Collective is now under- 
ground avoiding a witch hunt and some 
members are buried with Carl in segrega- 


SMON TOF supporting the take-over. We did 


manage to get out issue No. 5 of the 












_ Anarchist Black Dragon which along with 
previous issues can be obtained from: 
Ron Reed, 3992 Coloniale, Montreal, 
Quebec. Or, Count Down, 901-1/2 
Williamson Street, Madison, WI1-53703, 
U.S.A. 

We want to thank everyone who has 
given us their support and we send our 
love to you. Without you we could neyer 
have done all that we did here and will do 
again once able. Right now the situation is 
bad. On June 15, a guard was killed and 
the prison has been locked down ever sin- 
ce with a massive right-wing reactionary 
attack against all prisoners here by the 
guards. We do not know when it will let 
up orwhat will happen from it. 

Carl Harp, Robert S. Green Jr., and 
Robert C. Washburn, all involved in the 
May 9th take-over, have been threatened 
with burial in the segregation unit - liter- 
ally! We urge your support for these three 
by writing letters to every official possible 
in the world to keep them safe and allow 
them a fair trial. We urge you to send let- 
ters of solidarity to these brave prisoners. 
who faced and still face death for Justice 
and Human Rights in prison. They need 
our support to give them strength and 
courage. Please help them with literature 
and funds for stamps. Please don’t let 

them die or be railroaded by the State. 
‘They especially want to get Carl Harp, 
because he is an Anarchist, a revolution- 
ary who has fought the State for six,years 
to prove his innocence and for Human 
Rights and Justice in prison. There. is.a 
defense fund and a committee to defend 
Carl in the making; please send any funds 
for Carl’s legal needs to: Hennie Mulder, 
Hapotoc International, POB 10638, Am- 
sterda, Holland, 20-126397. Or. Susan 
Waymire, 18924 S.E. 116th Place, 
Issaquah, WA-98027. 

Our loyetovall,of you out there. 
NEITHER GOD NOR MASTER! 





ANARCHIST BLACK DRAGON 
COLLECTIVE 
Washington State Prison 


Price of Life 


Editors Note: Letters to Carl should be 
addressed; Carl L. Harp, No. 126516, 
POB 520, Walla Walla, WA-99362. 
Please do not write Anarchist Black 
Dragon on the envelope or use the term in 
the letter. 
Trial Date Set 
For British Anarchists 

The trial date has been set for the five 
British anarchists charged with ‘“con- 
spiracy to cause explosions” in May of 
1978. The trial will begin.on September 
17. In the meantime the prosecution 
dropped the conspiracy to cause ex- 
plosions charges, after their dismal failure 
to produce hard evidence, and replaced 
them with ‘‘conspiracy to rob" charges. 

Ronan Bennet, the last of the five anar- 
chists held in Brixton prison, has finally 
been granted bail after he discharged his 
lawyer and argued the case himself. Whe 
he is released, one of his sureties is on 
holiday, he will have been held in Brixton, 
on remand, for 15 months! 

The prosecution also requested, and 
was granted, the right to veto the jury. 
Potential jurors will be investigated by the 
Criminal records Office, the Special Bran- 
ch and the Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment (CID). It also appears that the CID 
will be able to make enquiries among the 
associates of potential jurors. 

The Persons Unknown Support Group 
is planning to publish a pamphlet on the 
case outlining its history and significance. 
It will be around 60pages (with graphics) 
and should be available now. It can be or- 
dered from the Persons Unknown Sup- 
port Group, 182 Upper St., Islington, 
Eondon, Britain. It costs a dollar. The 
support group is also planning to publish 
a Trial Bulletin, For a full report on the 


trial and the case see issue number two of , 


the North American Anarchist. 


Peltier Recaptured 
Leonard Peftier is back in jail after a 
brief excursion into freedom. Peltier 
broke out of prison with two other in- 
mates, one of whom was killed during the 


by: Frank Stevens 

Scientists having -discovered the 
causes and cures of most kinds of 
infectious (caused by germs) 
diseases, are now beginning to 
tackle the degenerative (associated 
with aging) diseases . . .like cancer, 
arthritis, hardening of the arteries, 
ete. 

It is a fact that human beings age 
more slowly than almost any other 
animal. Why? If this question can 
be answered, it may become 
possible in the coming decades to 
slow down. still further the aging 
process. If it is slowed enough, then 
at least in practical terms we are 
talking about people living as long 
as they want to...a hundred 
years, a thousand years, etc. 

There are already businesses in 
existence that will, for a stiff fee, 
freeze the freshly dead person and 
keep them frozen until, they expect, 
scientists figure out how to cure 
whatever it was that caused that 
death. The frozen corpse will then 
be defrosted, the illness repaired, 
the heart stimulated to start beating 
again, and the dead will return to 
life. 

This sounds a whole lot simpler 


than it really is, and there are a lot 
of tricky problems to work out (for 
example, if the freezing process is 
carried out too slowly, the blood 
will form crystals that will break 
open millions of tiny tubes, making 
revival of the corpse impossible). 
We can’t really know at this point 
if it will really be possible to keep 
people alive and healthy for cen- 
turies or revive people who’ve died 
and been frozen. But, and this may 
be a key point, there does not seem 
to be any scientific knowledge that 
points to the impossibility of this 
achievement. (As, on the contrary, 
we say that present scientific 
knowledge indicates it is impossible 
for anything to go faster than the 
speed of light in a vacuum.) Since 
this achievement may appear on the ` 
horizon in our own lifetimes, it’s 
probably time to start thinking 
about what it could possibly mean. 
We can quickly dismiss those 
who will denounce the prospects of 
practical immortality as ‘‘un- 
natural”, as “meddling with the 
Will of God’, and similar hor- 
seshit. On a planet that is already 
tremendously overpopulated, no 
one is likely to be forcéd to remain 





alive. Those who believe that death 
is welcome will be welcome to it. 

Still, there are other kinds of 
questions that will arise, some of 
them more serious than others. 

Obviously, a long, extended life 
would merely prolong the pain and 
incapacities of old age would not be 
very attractive. What we want ex- 
tended is the vigor of youth, the en- 
thusiasm and on-going ability to 
learn and enjoy new activities. 

It has been suggested that the 
human brain is useful only through 
the mid-thirties (in general, of cour- 
se). After that age, people think ina 
rut and just repeat themselves. over 
and over again until they finally die.- 

But even if that were true, it only 
demonstrates the need fora youth- 
ful immortality. There is, as far as 
we know, almost no physical 
limitation to the capacity of the 
human brain to learn new ways of 
thinking. Since it is believed that the 
brain “‘thinks” by. creating and 
destroying different neuro-chemical 
combinations, and since there are 
probably more than ten billion 
neurons in an average human brain, 
the number of possible com- 


Cont.: See Price Pg. 14 
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escape. It has been suggested thar the FBI 
had set-up the jailbreak in order to avenge 
the killing of two FBI agents, the charge 
that sent Peltier to jail in the first place. 

Peltier found it impossible to make his 
way out of the wilderness that surrounds 
the prison and after a series of almost 
comic escapades he was captured hiding in 
a tree. The escape attempt will doubtless 
be used as an excuse to make Peltier’s life 
inside even more difficult. 


Gang of Four 

Communist China’s most famous 
prisoners, the Gang of Four, will be 
publicly tried for their ‘‘crimes!? sometime 
this year. It has even been hinted that the 
foreign press may be allowed to attend the 
proceedings. If this is true the stage could 
be set for the biggest communist spectacle 
since Stalin’s ‘show trials™" of the 1930"S. 

The Gang of Four, led by Jiang Jing, 
widow of the late, unlamented Mao Tse- 
tung, lost out in the latest power struggle 
among China’s ruling elite. "The official 
charges against the four, as stated by 
Foreign Minister Ji Pengfei, are that they 
“concocted an anti-revolutionary plot 
read: unsuccessful - and attempted to take 
over power.”’ 

The four were arrested in October, 
1976, a*month after Mao’s death. They 
have been behind bars ever since. 


ACF Prisoner Solidarity 


Arits fourth conference, held in Toron- 
to on June 30 - July 1, the ACF esta- 
blished a Prisoner Solidarity Committee. 
The initial goals of the committee will be 
to set up æ free literature service and to 
make and maintain contact with prison 
militants. The committee is still in an em- 
bryonic stage as we search for the best 
and most effective way to use our resour- 
ces in the fight to abolish prisons. 

The Toronto conference also voted to 
send $75 each to the Carl Harp and 
Lorenzo Komboa Ervin defense commit- 
tees. 
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INTERROGATION 
MANUAL OF THE RCMP 


The following is from the interrogation 
manual of the RCMP. Although this docu- 
ment was published in two underground 
papers prior to its appearance here, it has 
never reached the genergal public. The 
methods described are those used by police 
forces around the world and are typical of 
the intimidation and manipulation 
employed. The manual presents a rare in- 
Sight into the mentality of the police and the 
role of the police as an institution. We pre- 
Sent this to our readership as a subject of 
Special interest, 


INTRODUCTION TO 
CRIMINAL INTERROGATION 


Police officers generally find themselves 
in a quandry with respect to criminal in- 
terrogation. This is partly due to the lack of 
any meaningful material and factual in- 
formation regarding techniques of criminal 
interrogation. 

Unfortunately some psychologists believe 
that people with high intellect as revealed 
by modern tests are best qualified to write 
or disseminate information regarding police 
interrogations and in solving police prob- 
lems. I am personally inclined to disagree 
with this presumption. 

Certainly we can learn from these emi- 
nent scholars, for psychology is the broad 
base for the art of interrogation. Interro- 
gation is an art, it is a science. It employs 
the science of psychology, physiology and 
the study of human nature. It cannot be 
learned in one day nor can it be taught in 
one day. There is, at present, no written and 
accepted procedure for interrogation. It isa 
technique that must be practised every day 
if you are to become efficient. Interro- 
gation does not exist until it is occurring. 

As I have previously stated, certainly we 
can learn from those eminent scholars of 
Jaw and the peopled'involved inthe science 
of human behaviour but the end result will 


. be: who are better qualified than the police 





themselves? 

‘Jo state what is most effective in the art 
of interrogation, our judiciary in the form 
of judges, crown prosecutors or defence 
lawyers have not written any meaningful in- 
formation or direction on this all-important 
phase of police science. They have left us 
with a list of archaic ‘‘Judge’s Rules”. I am 
of the opinion that these people are often 
the least qualified to judge the workings of 
‘our generation. 

Police generally are not unfair in in- 
terrogation whereby they subject the 
Suspect to unnatural stresses. We are simply 
expioiting those tendencies which are most 
cominon to all people. We do not go a- 
gainst human nature but rather go along 
with human nature. To succeed, the in- 
terrogator must have confidence in himself 
and the technique he employs. He must 
have confidence in his powers of per- 
suzsion, his powers of perseverance and be 
able to adapt to any situation that may arise 
in the interrogation room. As one author 
states, “the torture must come from within 
the suspect’s own mind and not from any 
intc:rogation méthod employed by the po- 
lico”, The subject must psychologically feel 
that he will benefit from confessing. It is 
psychologically wrong to suppose that a 
+t will confess for nothing. In his mind 
nay think the very act of confessing to 
crime may help him in court or it may be 
he good of his family or for the gdod of 
so-iety but he must in the final analysis be- 
jeve that he is hélping himself. 

Qur job as police interrogators in the in- 
ve: ‘ization of any‘crime is to pave the way 
for the subject to confess to his crime. We 
myst overcome any psychological barriers 
ar physiological barriers that prevent him 
frem making a statement. We are simply 
seeking the truth in relation to the case at 
haad. 
ivempts to change the opinions of o- 
s are as old as human speech. In recent 
ars, civil rights groups, lawyers and pol- 
itic)ams alike fear that the police are manip- 
ulating the thoughts and feelings of persons 
who are suspects in any given crimes. Many 
veteran police officers are of the opinion 
that the courts themselves are trying to take 
away the weapon of interrogation. Through 
the media the word interrogation has an evil 




























connotation. To the general public it 
smacks of black magic, voodoo and the 
groups mentioned above are constantly try- 
ing to handcuff us in our efforts to seek the 
truth, 

We as professionals and we are pro- 
fessionals, have had to broaden our base of 
interrogation techniques by new methods 
and hidden techniques. None of the tech- 
niques which are discussed in this paper will 
employ physical force óf any kind. The 
techniques outlined hereunder do however 
employ a hidden battery of “hsi nao” 
(brainwashing) techniques to influence the 
emotional attitudes of the subject or sus- 
pect. x 

As I have already indicated, the human 
voice is a marvellous instrument. In the in- 
terrogation room it is the only instrument 
that we as police officers are allowed. The 
power of the spoken word is fantastic. For 
through speech comes the power to manip- 
ulate or persuade people without the nec- 
essity of resorting to physical violence. 

In actual brainwashing techniques as ap- 
plied by the Chinese Communists and Rus- 
sians, words may be supplemented by un- 
pleasant physical treatments In the world of 
advertising a certain type of brainwashing 
technique is employed to sell products. This 
technique, known as Deep Motivated Re- 
search (DMR), presents pleasing pictures, 
soft music, tempo music and key word 
phrases as the weapon for selling products. 
The pioneer in the field was a Doctor Ditch- 
er of New York, Doctor Ditcher’s method 
was very simple. He was only reinforcing 
those elements of human nature which are 
present in all of us. For who amongst us has 
not been moved by a picture of the presen- 
tation of a certain type of music combined 


with that picture. (xerox original had sev- 
eral words missing here) of the announcer. 
As in the. brainwashing technique, Doctor 
Ditcher supplemented words by pleasing 
pictures, soft music,.etc., which took the 
place of physical discomfort as practised by 
the Chinese Communists and Russians. 








In discussing the following techniques, 1 
am aware that many veteran interrogators 
and police officers have used these tech- 
niques but have not realized what they are 
actually doing. Many of these techniques use. 
ego ‘inflation or ego deflation as the, basis. 
In the study of psychology, our ego may be 
influenced by many things and the efficient 
interrogator will realize this. Everyday of 
our lives we are influenced by our environ- 
ment; the place where we work, the employ- 
ers attitudes and the surroundings in which 
we work. We are influenced by the attitudes 
of people surrounding us, what they say, 
how they act and how they look has a great 
deal of influence upon our attitude at that 
particular time. 

Prior to entering the interrogation room, 
the interrogator should be in possession of 
all possible weapons that may help him in 
the interrogation, He must be familiar with 
every aspect of the case, he must have stud- 
ied all reports submitted by the initial inves- 
tigators; he must check with the identifica- 
tion bureau for fingerprint evidence or any 
other evidence which may help him in the 
interrogation. He should also, if possible, 
actually visit the scene of the crime and fa- 
miliarize himself -with all aspects of the 
crime. No soldier would go into combat 
without having the best weapon available. 
So it is with the interrogator when he enters 
the interrogation room. 





Certainly to begin with in any interroga- 
tion we are going to do everything that is 
legal and right. We will attempt to get a 
confession that is free and voluntary and 
may be admissible in court and will stand 
the test of cross examination. We will em- 
ploy no tricks which could be construed as 
illegal tactics. 

But there is a point which is reached in 
every interrogation when you still may not 
have that statement and you know if you go 
any further in the specific technique that you 
are employing that your statement will be 
ruled inadmissable. It is at this point that 
the interrogator must make a decision: does 
he now leave the interrogation room with- 
out the statement or does he proceed with 
other techniques which he knows will-not 
allow the statement in but may give him in- 
formation which will lead to the securing of 
other evidence which itself may be admis- 
sible. I suggest that at this point that the 
Marquis of Queensbury Rules go out the 
window and the interrogator must open up 
his bag of tricks and go for the recovery of 
the weapon or the stolen property or the 
names of accomplices or any evidence 
which may be presented in court regardless 
of the method employed to secure that evi- 
dence. In our present day law and the rule 
governing the admission of evidence, one 
could conceivably steal evidence and still 
present it in court and it could not be held 
out of court by the very fact that it was stol- 
en. If we carry this through further, the in- 
terrogator could conceivably hit the suspect 
over the head with a baseball bat to secure 
real evidence that may be admissible in 
court in the case in question. In our careers 
as police officers we have heard many weird 
and fantastic techniques that have allegedly 
been employed to secure confessions. Some 
of these techniques,referred to are the ‘plas- 
tic bag’ technique; whereby a plastic bag is 
placed over the subject’s head or perhaps 
the insertion of ice cubes up the rectum or 
still further, the application of a pair of 
pliers on the subject’s testicles, 

1 do not advocate any of the above tech- 
niques because if these techniques were 
practised, the results would be catastrophic." 
There is no doubt in my mind"that any per- 
son subjected to such treatment would con- 
fess to anything the interrogator wanted 
him to. With such a treatment we could 
find out who shot Davy Crockett's hat or 
who stole the Brooklyn Bridge. I’m sure 
that Einstein, the greatest mathematician of 
our time, whould say that two and two 
makes seven if we kept hitting him over the 
head with a baseball bat. Again 1 repeat, I 
do not advocate violence in-any form toše- 
cure a confession or statement from any 
suspect no matter how heinous the crimes 
There is a better way, there is a more hu- 
mane way — by using the power of the 
spoken word. The following are some sug- 
gested techniques of interrogation that have 
been successfully employed by many inter- 
rogators. 

Editor’s Note: This, document was sub- 
mitted by Regina ACF. Because of its 
length we are publishing it in two parts. 
The second part, in NAA No, 2, will deal 
with specific interrogational procedures, 
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The Wacky World of Work 


by: Frank Stevens 


(Author’s Note: An earlier and 
slightly different version of this 
piece appeared in the Louisiana 
Worker, No. 14, May 1975.) 


The absolutely amazing thing 
about business, the business world, 
businessmen, etc., is that it is not 
only a swamp of human misery, it is 
a year-round carnival of managerial 
incompetence. 

Having worked as a bookkeeper 
off and on-for the last ten years, I 
can tell you it is a wonder that bus- 
inessmen can find their way home 
at night. 

There is a whole business devoted 
to making managers more able to 
make correct decisions. Business 
magazines like Fortune assume as a 
matter of course that a profitable 
company has good management 
and an unprofitable company has 
bad management. 

Nothing could be further from 
the truth, What actually happens is 
that executives make a half-ass de- 
cision and leave it up to the ‘dumb 
workers” to carry it out. And in- 
deed, every day, we do get the result 
that management wants (if it is hu- 
manly possible) . . . by going a- 
round the rules, by stepping outside 
of regular channels, by breaking the 
company’s own regulations. 

We rebel against the capitalist 
class every day . . . but only in order 
to make the capitalist system work. 
It is so ridiculous that in some cases 
the way that workers fight for a 
raise or some improvement in work- 
ing conditions is to come to work 
every day and rigidly obey every 
company rule. This effectively pre- 
vents any work from getting done at 
all and the boss has to give in and 
give the raiseor whatever, © 
And yet these are the people, 
‘these managers who can’t find their 
ass using both hands, these are the 
‘ones who make decisions that can 
spell salvation or disaster for every 
one of us. If they get -lucky, we 
might work for one of them all our 
lives, make at least a comfortable 
living, and enjoy a decent pension. 

Most of the time it doesn’t turn 
‘out that well. And if, as is all too 
commony they build an Edsel or a 
DC-10.or some other product that 
ain’t worth a shit, who gets laid 
off? Who finds out that their pen- 
sion fund is broke? And who gets 
the blame in the newspapers and on 
television for being ‘lazy’ and 
“greedy” and being a “‘welfare 
bum” who ‘‘doesn’t want to 
work”? $ 

When the $250,000-a-year execu- 
tives of Penn Central or Pan Am or 
Boeing or Chrysler appear before 
some government bureaucrat ask- 
ing for a billion-dollar handout, 
who ever even hints that maybe they 


‘Analysis: 


Pu 


by: Tom Marick 

In the United States President 
James Earl Carter speaks of 
freezing all public sector employee 
wages. Following Sinclair Steyens 
assumption of the treasury board 
post in the Federal Canadian cabi- 
net a hiring freeze has been imposed 
on the civil service, Many of the 
private sector firms engaged in 
financial and retail activity are also 
cutting back. Why are these jobs, in 
which women, young people, and 
the Quebecois, blacks and latinos, 
are employed falling in these hard 
times? 

We can analyse the cutbacks 
campaign in terms of the class inte- 
rests it supports. A 'useful distin- 


belong down at the unemployment 
office drawing their $100 a week??? 


The C.I.A. Syndrome 


When little kids play a game, 
one of the things they always do is 
make sure everybody understands 
what game is being played, what the 
tules are, what the object of the 
game is, etc. It’s no fun if you don’t 
know what’s going on, right?* 

Well, in my business experience, 
such a method of proceeding would 
be a great leap forward. What ac- 
tually happens in business is an au- 
tomatic reflex — don’t tell anybody 
anything! 

Managers are more jealous of 
their knowledge than all the secret 
police-CIA-type operations in the 
world put together. And the less im- 
portant the knowledge, the more 
fanatical they become. Let some 
“dumb” clerk in Purchasing try to 
find out How many paperclips the 
Sales Department is going to 


need . . . and the shit hits the fan. 
The clerk will be lucky to keep his/ 
her job. s 


What really happens, of course, 
is that the clerk doesn’t go through 
his/her boss to the Sales boss; in- 
stead (s)he phones another clerk in 
Sales and finds out what (s)he needs 
to know. This kind of informal 
communication goes on between 
workers in every company and is, in 


ction to be made in such an analysis 
today is that between production 
and non-production labour. 
Labour is non-production labour, 
under capitalistic conditions, where 
it does not produce surplus value. 
Instead it is labour which is directly 
exchanged with revenue or money 
rather than capital. From the stan- 
dpoint of the modern industrialist it 
is merely the purpose of consump- 
tion rather than the accumulation 
of capital which is served by the 
purchase of such a useful labour. 
Even though there is no profit in 
such undertakings the labourer who 
produces such useful commodities 
still must consume such items as are 
necessary for the total reproduction 


fact, the only way the company 
could continue to operate at all. 

This situation exists between 
companies as well. To look at a sim- 
ple example: when one company is 
selling something to another 
company, the rational, sensible 
thing to do would be for both par- 
ties to fully spell out in writing what 
is to be sold, how much, what the 
price is, when payment is due, 
where payment is to be sent, where 
the merchandise is to be delivered, 
when, etc. 

And, as as every “dumb” clerk 
knows, this almost never happens. 
Instead, every business transaction 
consists of efforts by both com- 
panies to find out what they really 
expect of each other. In the end, af- 
ter many hours of unanswered 
letters, managers shouting at each 
other, etc., one clerk will get on the 
phone with another and straighten 
things out. Of course, fuckups are 
always blamed on the workers, nev- 
er on the managers who decide that 
the company’s policy is to be un- 
clear as possible. 

Blaming the computer 


Everybody knows what happens 
when you call up some company to 
complain about a mistake on your 
bill. The “computer error’? is the 
greatest scapegoat for managerial 
fuckups since bosses started hiring 


of her or his labour-power. Much 
of these non-production labours are 
today carried out in the public sec- 
tor by the capitalistic state ap- 
paratuse From the point of view of 
the present dominant capitalistic 
class these activities are expenses 
which must be cutback in this 
period of historic world crisis for 
capital. 

The realization of surplus labour 
as capital is not a production la- 
bour. This process of circulation 
constitutes a deduction from the to- 
tal social capital. From the point of 
view of the dominant class these ac- 
tivities are expenses which must_be 
cutback in this period of historic 
world crisis for capital. 





women secretaries. So what really 
happened? 


Every computer comes with a ser- 
ies of instructions, called a ‘‘pro- 
gram”. The program is a step-by- 
step logical sequence; it tells the 
computer to do this if that happens 
and to do that if something else 


- happens, andso on. 


The computer only does what it's 
told to do, and it does what it’s told 
every time that situation arises (the 
boss’s dream of a perfect worker). 
But suppose the computer is told to 
do something wrong, something 
that will always give the wrong ans- 
wer? 





The person who instructs the 
computer is the programmer. But 
the programmer is told what to do 
not by the people in Accounting 
who know all the needs that have to 
be met, but by managers who don't 
do the accounting work and who 
have no idea of all of the possible 
situations that the computer must 
know how to handle correctly. 





blic Cost — Private profit 


The present cutbacks campaign 
which is being waged with in- 
creasing fury in the public sector 
can be understood as a move to cut 
unproductive, from the point of 
view of the employer class, labours 
which lower the rate of profit. This 
is the logic of Bil! C-22 which would 
strangle collective bargaining rights 
in the public sector of Canada. It 
accounts for the wildcat postal 
strikes in Jersey City and San Fran- 
cisco Bulk Mailing centres in July, 
1978, against speed-ups and layoffs. 
This explains the strike in October, 
1978, of the Canadian Union of 
Postal Workers against réal wage 
cuts and arbitrary technological 
change. 
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Then, when the complaints start 
pouring in, some clerk in Account- 
ing will go around the managers 
and tell the programmer what's 
really needed. And the programmer 
will change the computer’s instruct- 
ion, and the computer will stop 
making that particular mistake. 

But think how simple it would 
have been had the whole thing been 
done from the beginning by the 
computer programmers and the peo- 
ple in Accounting. Your bill would 
have been ‘correct right from the 
start. 


Senile Whimsey 

Every worker knows that bosses 
are always a little nuts. In addition 
to the stupid policy decisions that 
managers make, managers like to 
show off their power in petty 
ways... reminding all of us that we 
are just so much shit! 

One boss T used to know runs a- 
round telling people what kind of 
pencil to write with. Another spec- 
ializes in putting up hokey signs like 
“An Employee's Attitude is more 
important than anything else!” 

When I was hired at one place, I 
was told that the reason there was 
only @ half-hour lunch period was 
that “people around here wouldn't 
know what to do with more than a 
half-hour off.” 

If they don’t have anything to do 
(which is common since ‘*manag- 
ing” usually doesn’t take much 
time), they'll hang around your 
desk and bullshit about their last 


trip to Paris or some such crap . . «= 
BE 


but too bad for you if your work 
isn’t completed regardless. T 

And from time to time some of us 
will try to make some kind of sen~ m 
sible suggestion that would improve — 
efficiency — at which time we are 
told in lofty tones that “‘a great deal 
of managerial thinking" went into 
this decision, The implication is 
that we mere employees couldn’t 
possibly understand all the factors 
of this high-level thinking. What 
horseshit! 


Had Enough? 

The truth of the matter is this: we 
not only work for the bosses, we ac- 
tually make the informal manager- 
ial decisions that allow this stupid 
system to continue to function. If 
we did only what we were told to do 
(like the bosses want), this clown- 
show/looneybin of a system would 
grind to a halt in months. 

We as working people could 
make a better policy decision than 
all the ‘“‘top managers” put to- 
gether. We could democratically 
decide how the economy should 
run... notin order that a few jack- 
off parasites can be rich but in or- 
der that all of us could live better. 

Revolutionary self-management 
is when we fire all the bosses! 











The cuts have also hit the private 
sector non-production industry. 
This is the reason for the earlier 
drive by the Service Office Retail 
Workers Union of Canada (SOR- 
WUC) in West coast Canadian 
banks and the recent unionization 
of Bank of Montreal workers in 
Windsor, Canada. 

It is clear that production for 
profit must be scrapped in favour 
of production for use with 
provisions made for comprehensive 
community services- and abolition 
of unnecessary, from the point ‘of 
view of working people as a com- 
munity, labours such as those con- 
cerned with the financial aspects of 
capital. 


—_———- oOo 
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“This December, we will convene the 
UMWA's 46th convention — a grass- 
roots voice in UMWA policy for the first 
time in anyone’s memory. The convention 
is being held in Pittsburgh, in the heart of 
the coalfields. There is nothing notable 
about that, except that the last two con- 
ventions were held in Florida and Denver, 
al miners are few and far be- 
tween.” 

Arnold Miller 

United Mine Workers president, 

August 27, 1973. 

From: The Year of the Rank and File, Of- 
ficers Report to the 46th Convention 


~ News Item: The 48th UMWA Conven- 


tion, to be held.on December 10-20, 1979, 
has been moved from Miami at the re- 
quest of women miners who pointed out 
that Florida has not ratified the Equal 
Rights Amendment. The new convention 
site will be Denver, Colorado, 


by: Rascal 
Going into the December 1979 conven- 
tion the United Mine Workers (UMW) is a 
union beset with a growing number of 
problems. Among the issues that are now 


_ and will continue to be debated are the at- 


tempt to recall union president Arnold 
Miller, internal struggles in the Inter- 
national Executive Board (IEB), Miller’s 
drive to consolidate the Western states’ 
Districts and his call for a dues increase. 

In March, the membership of District 6 
re-elected Bill Lamb, a recall activist, to 
the TEB following his expulsion from the 
Board by Miller. Lamb was involved in 
the Miners for Recall, a movement begun 
during the 1977-78 contract strike to oust 

iller. On his way to a Board meeting in 

‘ashington, Lamb was shot and woun- 
ded by unknow. aalen, He has once 
~ again been dent “his seat on the IEB by 


"the union president, This sort of internal 


power dispute is typical of Miller’s intol- 
erance of any perceived challenge to his 
control of the union. Continuous attem- 
pts to effect a recall of Miller, although 
they have so far proven ineffectual, have 
met the same sort of response from the 
union’s upper echelon, 

A proposal for a dues increase, despite 
the diminishing power of the union at the 
workplace, also reflects Miller’s desire for 
increased personal power. It is interesting 
to note that as Miller consolidates more 
power at the expense of union demo- 
cracy, the union has grown weaker in the 
coalfields. This is shown to be a.continu- 
ing trend in Miller’s persistent attempts to 
consolidate the districts in the Western 

tates, where the union is already weak, 
and organizing efforts could concievably 
be hurt by such a merger. It would, how- 
ever, strengthen Miller’s control over 
‘The irony is that the con- 





“Scotia Coal” would 


ver, far from the UMW strongholds in 
Illinois and Appalachia. It will be the con- 
vention of a union unsure of its directtion, 
and will serve as a terrible advertisement 
for the union in the unorganized West. 

For UMW members it has been a long 
road to this meeting. They have helped 
Sweep out the old corrupt regime through 
support for a reform movement, Miners 
for Democracy. They won, and continued 
militant local activities. Now Miller, 
having bargained away the miners’ 
medical program and other critical rights, 
is growing autoeratic and resentful of 
local autonomy. The membership has 
seen the reform solution go sour. They 
have lasted out more:struggles in the past 
15 years than any other union in the US, 
yet it has obviously not been enough. 

If the UMW rank and file has persisted 
in this period, the same cannot be said for 
non union miners attempting to join. 
Counting smaller agreements as well as 
the contract the Bituminous Coal 
‘Operators Association, the union barely 
represents half of US production. The 
move toward western coal and stripmining 
further weakened the UMW’s attempts to 
gain membership. Operators like Consoli- 
dation Coal, division of Continental Oil, 
can afford to open up non union mines in 
the West and pay miners $125 to $175 a 
day. This situation diminishes the threat 


of the UMW and its tradition of wildcat 
Strikes. 





In the East 


In the East, the mines are sometimes 
organized into company unions or em- 
ployee associations, and these workers are 
finding their losses relate directly to the 
UMW’s. The Scotia coal mine in eastern 
Kentucky hs such an association, In their 

. the association was told that = 
pay 80% of medical — 
and dental expenses. Previously, the com- 
pany had paid 100% on medical and 80% 
on dental. It scems that cut-rate deals with 
the UMW will be followed by similar 
treatment for scab mines as well. Scotia 
offered big pay increases and a perfect at- 
tendence bonus every month. These 
workers also have two extra holidays, 
March 9 and 10, the days in 1975 that twin 
explosions killed 26 men. 

Scotia Coal’s sister company, the 
Stearns Mining Company, has beaten the 
UMW after a 35 month strike. The union 
agreed toa NLRB election that meant the 
scabs outnumbered the strikers, and a re- 
sultant sympathy wildcat was short-lived. 
The UMW cut off all strike benefits to the 
Stearns strikers as well as to miners at 
Jericol and St. Charles. These other 
strikers had been trying to win a BCOA- 
style agreement since December 6, 1977. 
While some effort to spread this battle has 





Miners at an impasse 


vention will be held in the West, in Den- 


occurred, this effort has been smothered 
at district and International levels. 

Recent organizing has been an expen- 
sive, unsuccessful undertaking in the coal 
fields. Aggressive tactics, as seen in the 
documentary, Harlan County USA are 
rarely suggested by union bureaucrats. In 
light of this, Miller’s proposals for in- 
creased organizing are seen by many as a 
way to build a separate power base. To 
the extent that this is true, it is unlikely 
that the UMW will be organizing miners. 
The recent losses, the unimaginative ap- 
proach, and the high wages and benefits 
available in non-union outfits all add up 
to a zero-growth UMW. 


Since the 1977-78 contract strike, the 
frequency and size of wildcat strikes has 
drastically dropped, leading the bourgeois 
press to speak of improved labor relations 
in the coalfields. The effect of a long and 
bitter contract strike has of course been 
more of a factor in the diminishing num- 
ber of wildcats than any new and sudden 
reconciliation of company and worker. 
But the lull in worker resistance (not as 
peaceful as portrayed since mat 
dents go unreported) is not enti ex- 
plained in terms of the contract strike. At 
this time there have been many layoffs in 
Appalachia due to a decreased market for 
coal. The possibility of future layoffs 
coupled with those that have already 
taken place has had a dampering effect on 
spontaneous worker militancy. Even ab- 
senteeism, a traditional recourse of 
miners, has been effected somewhat by 
the tight economic situation, although it 
remains a better indicator of worker dis- 
satisfaction than the drop in strikes. 


No group presently embodies the con- 
tinuing discontent of the miners. The 
i Coie aich. once 
ibility in the coal- 
fields, no longer ie s an influence on the 
on-going” struggle in the mines. Part of 
that is due to red-baiting tactics that have 
been aimed at any group or persons seen 
as threats to Miller’s authority, but also 
the Committee’s failure to maintain close 
attention to the rank and file and its 
growing attempt to ‘lead’ the struggle 
have isolated it and rendered it insignifi- 
cant. 


Directly after the contract strike a situa- 
tion developed in which workers were not 
provoked as much as is usual in the coal- 
fields, and for a while it seem as if rela- 
tions were improving. This has proven to 
be temporary if not totally illusory as 
companies begin to take the hard line 
characteristic of work relations in the coal 
industry. 
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New Tactics Needed 


What has become obvious is that new 
tactics and forms of organization must 
develop if the struggle is to progress 
beyond its present stage. A recent event 
illustrates the need to get beyond this im- 
passe. In the largest wildcat strike since 
the contract, a total of 2000 miners 
walked out in northern West Virginia in 
the early part of August. It began in a 
non-union mine which has been the site of 
an organizing drive, frustrated by (he legal 
delaying tactics of the company, Keister 
Coal of Barbour County, In the Belington 
Keister stripmine, an NLRB election en- 
ded with a tie-yote.and three contested 
ballots, After the election but prior to any 
settlement a few pro-union workers were 
laid off: Anti-union replacements were 
found shortly after this incident. On 
August 1, one of the laid off men and his 
family set up picket lines at Keister. 
Within a week’s time two thousand 
miners had walked off in sympathy, and 
Keister sued the district for damages. Af- 
ter afout ten days the strike played out 
with no immediate results. 

This event not only indicates a con- 
tinued discontent in the workplace, but is 
singularly significant in having as its 
origin a non-union mine. Workers, 
whether union or not, are capable of per- 
ceiving their common interests and taking 
their own initiative in struggling against 
the companies. 

If the mineworkers union is to survive 
as an effective organization in the-coal in- 
dustry, it must regroup and organize more 
workers. Concretely this means at the very 
least a decentralization of the organizing 
apparatus, which would increase both ef- 
ficiency and democracy within the union. 
At this point, the only possibility of sur- 
vival for the union implies a radical demo- 
cratization, Bill-Cleaver, in the important 
pamphlet Four Way Tie for bast. 
suggested that union locals ‘adopt’ a non- 
union mine toas: in its organization. 

The development of Commu be 
solidarity with the union rank and file and 
non-union miners would be a natural 
basis for a class conscious struggle capable 
of going beyond the limitations of bureau- 
cratic business unionism, It would also 
redirect energies now ‘being wasted in a 
struggle between the Miller and Boyle- 
oriented power groups over the control of 














the International, since neither machine eer 





d be capable of manipulating ac- 
tivities directly in the hands of the rank 
and file. 

Four Way Tie for Last is available 

from: Bill Cleaver 

Box 170 

Doolin Route 

New Martinsville, West Virginia 

26155 USA z 





Price: Cont. from Pg. IT 


the most miserable, 


poverty- 





binations” (“thoughts”) is prac- 
tically infinite. In 75 years a human 
brain has barely begun to think, 
when it dies. 

The futility of our brief years has 
been a recurrent theme in ana 
thought. In this count the 
average young person gets a parti- 
cular job (more by accident than 
desire), spends the next 30 or 40 
years developing a few narrow 
skills, and then gets shuffled off in- 
to retirement where they kill time 
waiting to die. We are not much 
more than _ easily-replaced 
machines, to be worked hard with 
little maintenance, and then thrown 
on the scrap heap to rust. 

But what of a person who main- 
tained his/her physical and mental 
vigour for centuries? Such a person 
might learn dozens or hundreds of 
specialties, Such a person would 





_ taste as much of-all the varieties of 


human experience.as they wished. 
Such a person might acccumulate 
knowledge, and dare we say 
wisdom, oma scale that cannot even 
be imagined by “short-lifers’” like 
ourselves. 


In short, if we think of a vastly as 


extended life-span in the same way 
that we think of our lives now 
(boring, over-specialized, trun- 
cated, oppressive, etc.), then we've 
missed the point. 

Practical immortality would also 
throw a new light on the most in- 
timate human relationships.. The 
destructive myth of “life-long at- 
tachment” 
all its attendant misery, frustration, 
jealousy, etc., would finally crack 
under the assault of a life of cen- 
turies, For example, if the person 
you are attracted to isn’t interested, 
look them up again in fifty or a 
hundred years if you’re still so in- 
clined. There will be time enough 
for all the love you can give and 
receive (another function of human 
activity which has probably been as 
under-estimated as the ability to 
think). 

There is a final aspect of the 
promise of practical immortality 
that may become of particular inte- 
rest to those of us who want to 
overthrow all forms of class society. 
Up ‘to now, death has been “the 
great democrat”. The rich and 
powerful ruling classes are struck 
down inthe end by death as surely 





to a single person, with ' 


stricken slave. 

But this is an oversimplification. 
In fact, death has very slowly 
become less and less democratic. 
Every advance in medical science — 
that is, the science of delaying death 
— is available first and most power- 
fully to the ruling ses; the 
working classes get whatevers left 
over. 

Thus we note the increasing ages 
of all the old farts who run the show 
now, from Billionaires like Howard 
Hughes and J. Paul Getty to 
bureaucrats like George Meany and 
Mao Tse-tung. Death still gets them 
in the end, but intensive medical 
care keeps them alive and vigorous 
somewhat longer than youer I are 
likely to achieve. 

And some who have been most 
fearful of the promise of practical 
immortality suggest that this is 
precisely the greatest danger: the 
danger that the progress of the 
human race will cease due to the 
unending rule of aged relics, old 
farts increasingly fearful of ny 
change and increasingly knowledge- 
able enough to prevent that change. 

What is (always?) overlooked is 
that this danger like others contains 


an opportunity, We have often 
enough speculated upon the kinds 
of conditions that will finally 
provoke working people to dump 
their masters and set up a society 
run by themselves. Up to now, it 
has largely been a combination of 
unsuccessful war and economic ruin 
that has convinced working people. 
to junk their faith in the old order. 
(which always causes the old order 
to immediately collapse, of course). 

But how would our class react to 
the promise of life itself denied? 
How would we relate to a boss 
young and vigorous when we were 
hired and still young and vigorous 
when we finally retired with only a 
few feeble years left to us? 

Would people scrimp and save so 
that at least one of their loved ones 
would get the experisive immortality 
treatments? Would working people 
accept immortality as a proper 
reward for the commercially suc- 
cessful? Would there be a new 
revival of religion and interest in 
some mythical “‘afterlife” as conso- 
lation for the working people 
doomed to die while their masters 
lived on century after century? 

Or would this be the final un- 
bearable outrage? Will this be the 





last technologi¢al achievement of 
capitalism, the one that makes the 
emergence of a classless society im- 
possible to prevent any longer? Will 
that long predicted rising of the 
workers of the world, still awaited _ 
in hope and fear, be a revolution of 
life over death? 

No one knows, but it is in- 
creasingly possible we may live ‘to 
see the answer ourselves. 





The Overlord 


Thrusting down with words 
you pin my mind 
to an inflexible idea. 


As I struggle to free myself 
you thrust again 
trying to castrate my dreams. 


For no better reason than laziness 
I break down and accept defeat. 


Let us now be honest. 
There is no truth left 
to protect us. 





Brian Burch 
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RED FASCISTS TIGHTEN THE SGREWS 

East Germany’s communist rulers are cracking down on 
internal dissent with a vengeance. On June 28 of this year 
the Bast German Volkskammer (parliament) moved to 
broaden the definition of actions harmful to the State. The 
“‘crimes’? of “denigrating the state” and ‘disturbing the 
Socialist way of life” will now be punishable by jail terms 
of three years. 

The definition of ‘‘illegal association” has been broad- 
ened to include any form of association. Thus two East 
Germans discussing the latest Communist Party bungles 
over a beer at the local tavern could face up to five years in 
prison, The penalty for taking part in an anti-government 
demonstration, previously punishable by a fine, will now be 
punishable by two years in jail. If you were one of the 
organizers of the demo you'd be looking at eight years of 
hard time. 

In a move aimed at forestalling sit-in protests the East 
Germans have provided a five-year jail term for ‘anyone 
forcibly entering or occupying a building.” And in another 
move that must have our local, boys in red, the RCMP, 
drooling with envy the legal underpinning for phone taps 
has been greatly broadened. Police and security forces can 
_ how /egully tap telephones at their own discretion. 

The definition of material considered harmful to the 
German Democratic Republic has been greatly broadened 
to include virtually anything the Communist Party dis- 
approves of. This law applies to any notes, recordings or 

~ manuscripts circulated by any East German and would also 
include any information given to a foreign news corres- 
pondent, The penalty for this “crime” is five years in 
ison, 
: The impetus for the new wave of repression in East 
~ Germany is believed to be the Communist Party’s concern 
over the influence of the West German news media and the 
_ desire on the part of the East German government to show 





Moscow that they will not hesitate to crack down on any 
manifestations of the “‘bourgeois prejudices” of freedom 
and liberty. 


SOVIET “SCAB POWER” HITS NEW YORK 

Workers at the Four Continent Book Corporation in 149 
Fifth Avenue in Manhattan were recently confronted with a 
new tactic of union busting — Soviet scabs. The workers, 
members of District 65, charged that the bookstore, which 
is the largest’ retailer of Soviet literature in NYC, has 
brought in strike breakers from Soviet Diplomatic Corps. 

“Employees of the Soviet Mission are crossing picket 
lines and yet claim solidarity with the workers. There is no 
question they are from the mission because they drove up in 
cars with Diplomatic license plates. One of them even had a 
chauffeur,” said one striker in an interview with the New 
York Times. 

If this is the attitude of Soviet diplomats towards striking 
workers here, one can only imagine the attitudes of the 
“Socialist”? Soviet Union towards its own workers. 


CIA SPOOK HUNTING AGAIN 

The CIA has launched a massive new advertising cam- 
paign to lure recruits and the results have been, to quote an 
agency spokesman, “‘tremendous.’’ With the help of Madi 
son Avenue the agency placed ads in 12 metropolitan dailies 
and found itself inundated with applications. In one month 
alone the agency found 4,000 to 5,000 would-be agents. 

A typical ad read: ““We’re looking for you special men 
and women who still have a spirit of adventure.” Previous- 
ly the agency had relied on small, discrete advertisements, 
mostly in professional journals for engineers and scientists 
or college newspapers, but the number of recruits had 
steadily dropped. Just one of the new style ads placed in a 
New York paper produced 2,300 responses. 


SOVIET POWER EQUALS NUCLEAR POWER 

Last July, Comecon, the Soviet run counterpart of the 
European Common Market, approved plans to build 
“about a hundred” nuclear plants by 1990. In the wake of 
the Harrisburg disaster this announcement is depressing 
indeed. The Soviet record for nuclear safety, what little is 
known about it, is dismal. Last April the Soviet minister of 
electric power admitted to a visiting U.S. congressman that 
his country has had two nuclear accidents. One of the acci- 
dents the Soviet minister could have been referring to was a 
major nuclear accident that occurred in 1957 or early 1958 
when there was an explosion in an underground storage 
facility. An area of over 1,000 square miles was contam- 
inated and local villagers were only evacuated when un- 
mistakeable signs of radiation sickness began appearing 
among them. . 

The Soviets claim that nuclear power in the capitalist 
countries is unsafe because the capitalist is first and føre- 
most concerned with profits and is therefore negligent in 
providing adequate safety precautions. The Soviet Union 
though, being a workers’ ‘‘paradise’’, has ensured that all 
atomic plants built within the Soviet Bloc are perfectly safe. 
Such fatuous nonsense is par for the course for the Soviet 
gerontocracy who obviously feel that sacrificing a few 
thousand workers every couple of years is a small price to 
pay for the benefits of nuclear power. $ 


ANARCHISTS UNFIT 
TO CARE FOR CHILDREN? 

Camalla Miller, a non-violent anarchist, is facing extra- 
dition to California and the loss of her child to the State, 
Several years ago Camalla and her husband were out of 
work and financially strained. One of the children was ill at 
the time and the couple felt that they had no alternative but 
to place the children in the care of Camalla’s parents in 
California until they got themselves re-established. After 
her husband found a job the couple attempted to reclaim 
the children only to find that Camalla’s parents were sucing 
for parental custody. At one point the judge in the case 
requested a report on Camalla’s husband. The resulting 
report was incredibly anti-worker and anti-radical describ- 
ing Authur (the husband) as physically, mentally and econ- 
omically impoverished and terming him a “fanatical com- 
munist IWW organizer.” 

The Miller's baséd their defense 

their economic’ position vis a vis Camalla’s parents did not 
provide sufficient grounds for denying them custody of 
their children. The Miller's lost the case and Camalla, in 
desperation, took her daughter and went into hiding, After 
a year in hiding Camalla was arrested and California 
authorities are now trying to extradite her to face kid- 
napping charges. This case represents a vicious attack on a 
working class anarchist. Support, both moral and finan- 
cial, is urgently needed. For more information write: Bayou 
La Rose, 2115 Esplanada Ave., New Orleans, LA-70119, 
USA. Or call 504-943-7041. 
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Findily shamed into action the 
nations of the ‘West condescended 
to skip off the <ream of the old 
Vietnamese boùrgeoisie. They also 
did not hesitate to mitk the situation 
for all the ant: 
ganda it was worth, and 
deed considerable. The actions of 
the Hanoi government in this tragic 
affair have been utterly contempt- 
ible and well worthy of the world’s 
censure, 

These arrogant little bureaucrats 
treat human beings as little more 
than a natural resource to be ex- 
ploited and discarded. the eco- 


icaragua: 














azarus Jones 

The raguan people have won 
a great victory in ousting that con- 
temptible parasite Anast 
Somoza, but far from being over 
the struggle has only just begun. 
Nicaragua is a devastated land, bled 
dry by three generations of Somoza 
rule, and almost a year of savage 
civil war. The task of re-construc- 
tion will be a monumental one. The 
temptation to resort to authori- 
tarian measures, different only in 
degree from Somoza’s will be great. 

More than half of the country’s 
2.7 million people are unemployed. 
Food shortages are bound to wor- 
sen as hardly anything was planted 
during the civil war. The cities are 
crippled and public transit is practi- 
cally non-existent as most of the 
buses were destroyed in the 
fighting. 

Still, there are some bright spots. 
Revolutionary euphoria has not in- 
terfered with the autonomous ac- 
tivity of the people. Every city 
block has its own committee, which 
handles distribution of relief goods, 
cleans streets and guards against 
counterrevolutionaries. It will be 
the task of the committee’s to at- 
tempt to retain their autonomy in 
the face of the inevitable centralist 
reaction. 

As in many Latin countries the 
syndicalist influence in Nicaragua is 
strong. The Sandanista’s themselves 
take their name from Augusto Cesar 
Sandino, who fought against U.S. 
marines who first established the 
Somoza’s in power in the 1920's. 
Sandino fought for workers’ and 
peasants’ control and the overthrow 
of the first Somoza. It is not yet 
known to what extent his modern 
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Business i is Booming 


nomic situation dictates. The peo- 
ple who are being forced out were 
the office-holders, paper-pushers 


‘and technocrats of the old regime. 


Their positions are now being filled 
by a host of Communist Party 
hacks and hangers-on. As the mem- 
bers of the old, defeated ruling class 
are replaced they are shipped off to 
what are euphemistically called 
‘new economic zones” or, if you 
prefer plain english, slave-labour 
camps. 


The pampered ex-bufeauerats 
proved to be highly unsuited to 
hard labour, in short, they were 
dying like flies. The surplus labour 
extracted from them was barely suf- 
ficient to pay for their transporta- 
tion to the camps. So, ever re- 
sourceful, the Leninists decided to 
re ethnic Chinese bourgeoisie al- 
Ways put a little gold aside for times 
such as these and the Vietnamese 
decided to try and shake some of it 
loose. 

This business, in contrast to the 
camps, was extremely profitable. 
For the cost of fixing up, in a rudi- 
mentary fashion, old derelict vessels 











namesakes embrace syndicalism, 
although they marched to victo 
behind the red and black syndicalist 





‘ive side there are al- 
disturbing signs of an 
reaction in 
‘Zero’ of 


ready 
authoritarian 
Nicaragua. Commander 














October/November 1979 


Fighting Ma Bell 

As an industrially organized union rather than a trade or busines: 
organized union the Communication Workers of Canada (CWC) had to 
wage a severe battle with the giant telephone monopoly of Bell Canada. 
15,000 communications workers in Ontario and Quebec initially re-i 
sponded to Bell Canada’s refusal to end the vicious snare of compulsor: 
overtime with a series of rotating strikes in an attempt to minimize eco- 
nomit) dislocation and maximize political impact. The company how-} 
ever in attempting to irritate working people and promote economic dis 
location reacted to these work stoppages by locking out employees fo: 
three days every time they stop work for a day. The result has been a full 
seale’strike by the phone installers and repair persons employed at Beli 
during August, We have Bell Canada to thank for the long delays in Tes- 
idential phone installations which are far down the list of priorities, 
unlike business phone installations. 

Auto Workers Militant 

Pensions are slated to be a key bargaining issue in the upcoming} 
struggle between the United Auto Workers of America and the ‘Bi 
‘Three’ minus one auto companies. However, judging by the wildcats in| 
the industry, such as the one at St. Catherines, Ontario, in March,| 
speedups remain a bone of contention among rank and file labourers. 
The attempts to strike seven General Motors plants in Detroit during 
August, also over production quotas, illustrates this as well. 

Judging by the United Auto Workers’ strike authorization votes 
Chrysler Corp. in Windsor almost 99 per cent favour strike action if it is} 
necessary to win their modest demands — auto labourers are unwillin; 
to be made the sacrificial lamb of capitalistic crisis and will not easil} 
drop their demands for a shorter work week, cost of living protection, 
and longer paid vacations 
It is a sure bet that the ‘international’ trade or business union} 
structure of the United Auto Workers will hamper effective strike action| 
by labourers in the industry, particularly in Canada, where it serves toj 
separate labourers from one another and inhibits intramembership com: 
munication. A general industrial union with a genuine ‘all-in’ orien 
tation is sorely needed by auto workers in Canada if there is to be effec} 
tive and efficient solidarity based on the unity of labourers in the United] 
States and the unity of workers in both nations of Canada. 


Million Workers in Contract Talks 


More than a million workers are bargaining in Canada during 1979. 
The location of most of these workers in corporations. emptoying- ave! 
500 labourers is significant. In fact, 50 per cent of all employees" 
Canada in units of 500 or more will be bargaining: during 1979. 30 pet 
cent of these labourers are in the public sector. 100,000 members of the 
Canadian Union of Public Employees are negotiating this year unde! 
the threat of Bil/ C-22 and the memory of the Canadian Union of Postal 
Workers’ battle, which is again building up a full head of steam. Thesq 
industrial unions face a fierce and backward opponent. Treasury Board 
secretary Sinclair Stevens is already proceedifig with his reactionary cuts 
of necessary social services to the tune of 60,000jobs by 1983 

The ‘Common Front’ unions also bargain this fall in the Quebe 
public sector. This may well provide a real test for the Quebec. gov- 
ernment’s public sector austerity measures. 

A winning strategy in the public sector must include linking wage and 
benefit demands to government defense spending and corporate give- 


away policy. 
Wild-Cats 


Labour Canada has reported that wild-cat strikes in Canada ac: 
counted for almost 1/4 of all strikes during 1978, These are the most 
recent figures available. Government studies have in the past noted that 
such a level constitutes a period of ‘acute industrial relations crisis’. 


Revolt Against Work 


Membership rejection rates of union executive negotiated contract; 
have increased to completely unprecedented levels in Canada in recen 
years. Many interested parties to industrial disruptions are terming thi: 
phenomenon a revolt against the structure of contemporary work relai 
tions and see no change in the process in the immediate future. 


You Deserve a Contract Today 
Shawinigan, Quebec, is now the site of the world’s only unionize 
Mcdonald’s hamburger plant. The Confederation of National Th 
Unions announced on August 17, 1979, that 64 of approximately 
workers at the factory food outlet have joined the industrial union. 


ScabsBestFriend _ 
The increasingly aggressive stance of employers towards unionists ha 
been evident in many of this year’s industrial disputes. The reluctance o! 
Westinghouse Electric in Pittsburgh to bargain with the Internatio: 
Uniow of Electrical Workers during the strike is typical. The higi 
productivity of the manufacturing industry combined with a falling 
profit rate is responsible for this condition. 






the Leninists received pure gold and 
at the same time disposed of an an- 
noying problem. It was only when 
the Western nations began cutting 
off, aid, ruining the businesses’ 
profitability, that the Hanoi 
government agreed to a six-month 
halt to the exodus. 

The enterprise’s future, however, 
looks rosy. Now that the Leninists 
have acquired an export license to 
the West they will be able to cut 
down on their overhead consider- 
ably. Hanoi is negotiating with the 
U.S. with the aim of setting up an 
air-lift from Saigon. Once the air- 
link is established the refugee 
operation will generate pure-profit 
— there will then be no need to lo- 
cate and repair death-ships. 

World-wide pressure should be 
applied to embarrass the U.S. into 
substantially raising the number of 
refugees al into the country, 
After inflicting so much.pain and 
suffering on the unfortunate popu- 
lace of Vietnam it would be the de- 
cent thing to do. Pressure should 
also be applied to Vietnam to cease 
this obscene trafficking in human 
lives. But, don’t hold your breath 
waiting for a response. 













































the | Sandanista’s has taken a 
position on the ruling junta, a 
government of ‘‘national re- 
construction", in a clear violation 
of the Sandanista pledge to refuse 
all high government posts. There 
have also been appeals to the 
populace to turn in all weapons 
seized during the fighting, a sicken- 
ingly familiar move after the 
Iranian debacle. 

To safeguard and extend their 
revolution the Nicaraguan people 
must ensure that power remains in 
their own hands and is not 
delegated to individuals who in time 
will become a new ruling elite as 
distant and authoritarian as 
Somoza’s ever was. Above all they 
must remain a ‘‘People in Arms” 
and resist any and all attempts to 
disarm them. 

We call upon the Nicaraguan 
people to build and maintain their 
autonomous organizations. We 
warn them to beware of parties and 
individuals who claim to rule “in 
the name of the people.” Govern- 
ment is for slaves, free individuals 
govern themselves! 

Nicaragua is similar in some ways to 
post-revolutionary Russia in the 
sense that the overthrown regime 
and all it stood for had been totally 
discredited before the nation and 
the werld providing a clear break in 
the histortcal continuity. And as in 
Russia the revolution’s usurpers, 
the L eninists, wait in the wings. The 
overthrow of -Somozaism has 
cleared the way for the final 
showdown between the Nicaraguan 
revolution and bourgeois and 
Leninist reaction. We wish the 
propie of Nicaragua well in this 



















Refusals on the Increase 
We will end of this issue’s column with an illustration of the inl 
creasing membership refusal to accept executive negotiated contracts i 
the United States. The strike of 3,600 labourers at Copeland Corpo: 
ation of Sidney, Ohio, is indicative of this trend. The strike Which begat 
in May of 1979 was continued through August of this year when thi 
rank and file rejected by a margin of 3 to 1 a contract which had been re 
commended by the union’s bargaining committee. 





We welcome contributions to this column from our readers, Plea 
send your copy for the column care of this newspaper. 





















